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not depend on superior knowledge of the 

order of nature. He referred to natural 
aw frequently, but natural law was always sec- 
ondary to spiritual wisdom. Yet, consider the 
various branches of science and Jesus’ teaching 
n relation to them. 

This is cosmogeny. A good deal was known 
Lbout that branch of science before His time. 
The nature and periods of the eclipse, the fact 
that the stars are spherical, the moon’s light is 
caused by reflection, the cosmic elements are 
composed of stone, the Milky Way is com- 
posed of small stars, natural phenomena are 
zoverned by laws, the earth is spherical, turns 
om its own axis every twenty-four hours and 
evolves around the sun — Plato, Aristotle, 
Pythagoras, Democritus and other wise men 
aad declared these scientific discoveries. 

Whether Jesus ever heard of these scholars 
ot not is immaterial. He was not dependent 
on their theories. But He did have a cos- 
nogeny, and it included sun, moon, stars, earth- 
quakes, lightnings, natural forces. Earth- 
quakes would take place in divers places, but 
he disciples were not to let such events dis- 
arb them. “Take heed that no man lead you 
istray,” because of them. ‘The sun shall be 
jarkened, and the moon shall not give her 
ight, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and 
Ihe powers of the heavens shall be shaken— 
lhey shall see the Son of Man coming on the 
‘louds of heaven with power and great glory,— 
ind they (angels) shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of 
neaven to the other.’ Jesus had a cosmogeny. 
ind He put it to powerful spiritual use. 

We could not call Jesus a scientist in the 
phere of mathematics. Arithmetic and geom- 
try, had progressed before His time, and Plato 
was almost a fanatic in his devotion to geom- 
try, and challenged his pupils with the de- 
mand: ‘Let no one ignorant of geometry enter 
under my roof.” The mathematician Euclid was 
amous. Engineering and mechanics were well 
‘nown. Archimedes, “the technical Yankee of 

tiquity,” was an engineer of genius. Thales 


| aes was not a scientist. His teachings did 


could predict the coming of an eclipse, and 
measure the height of the pyramids without 
an instrument. But evidently such scientific 
facts as these had no bearing on Jesus’ work 
of redeeming the world, and if He knew any- 
thing about them, they would have had little 
meaning to Him. 

We cannot say He knew anything about the 
hydropathics, or water cures,—massage, gym- 
nastics, psychotherapy, or any other natural 
methods in general use in the health resorts of 
the Hellenic world. He sometimes employed 
outward means, as when He made clay of 
spittle and anointed the eyes of the blind man 
and told him to wash in the Pool of Siloam, 
and he came seeing. That might suggest the 
water-cures of the ancients, if we could suppose 
Jesus ever heard of them and would conde- 
scend to use them. 

We do not suppose He ever heard of 
Alcmaeon, the anatomist of Italy, or knew that 
he proved the brain is the organ of the mind; 
or that He ever heard of Hippocrates, “the 
Father of Medicine,’ whom Aristotle called 
“the Great,” nor how far He may have sym- 
pathized with Hippocrates’ view that disease 
is a natural rather than a supernatural affliction. 
He often treated those who were ‘“‘possessed 
with demons” as if it were supernatural; and 
we do not see that He made any application of 
Hippocrates’ method of careful observation and 


care of the patient, or “the healing power of. 


nature,” other than prescribing food for the 
restoration of strength to the body. Jesus was 
not a clinician. 
But this attitude towards science does not 
affirm that Jesus was unscientific. He was su- 
generis. His science was spiritual, its purpose 
redemptive. If it had depended on medicine 


and anatomy, it would have become outmoded 


and obsolete. Jesus had a biology, but it was 
concerned with the need of a new spiritual 
birth rather than a discussion of the natural 
birth. He thad an anthropology, but it taught 
that mankind comes forth from God and the 
many races are spiritually one family in Him. 
He had a mathematics, but it was used to ac- 
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shepherd sought in the mountains until He 
found it; to reckon the seed of the Word that 
brought forth—some thirty, some sixty, some 
a hundred-fold; to reckon the shrewdness of 
the unjust judge, and the greater value of the 
widow's mite. His teaching of dendrology was 
that the spiritual tree is known by its fruit; of 
aviculture, that bird-life is under its Creator’s 
care; His botany was concerned with showing 
the Glory of God in the lilies of the fields. 

Linnaeus, the philosopher, once said of the 
unfolding of a blossom: “I saw God in His 
glory passing by, and bowed my head in wor- 
ship.” So Jesus saw the Glory of God the 
Father in the world of nature, but He went 
further and made of it a cluster of spiritual 
sciences. 

Jesus expressed His views on civic responst- 
bility in the words: “Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s: and unto 
God the things that are God’s.”” His economics 
consisted in such ideas of trading as these: 
‘For whosoever would save his life shall lose 
it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my 
sake shall find it.” “For what doth it profit a 
man, to gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
life?” 

Jesus was a psychologist, a psychiatrist, a 
psycho-therapist. He was expert in understand- 
ing disordered minds and the spiritual power 
that could heal them. He knew the psycholog- 
ical processes needed to attain moral integrity. 
He could draw minds up to His own spiritual 
atmosphere and work the reformation that 
made them new creatures. 

Jesus was a sociologist. His sociology being 
with the individual, and the primary need of 


evety individual soul—the return of the Prod- ~ 


igal to the Father’s house. It continues with 
the Sermon on the Mount, and especially with 
the injunction: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 


‘and with all thy mind,” and its complement, 


“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Until 
or present world of men catch up with Jesus’ 
Sociological science, the world will be afflicted 
with all kinds of crime, tribulation, and con- 
flict. His science did not fail to be pragmatic: 
it put all activities to the moral and spiritual 


_ test. But He did not expect any sudden trans- 


formation, and none at all without divine help. 
God is the Chief Member of the universal so- 
ciety, and is as much, or more to be reckoned 
with than any human, no matter how powerful. 
No society so good as a kingdom of heaven 
could ever come apart from God. Jesus’ plan 
for the coming of such a society was the prom- 
ise of the Holy Spirit; a society permeated with 
the Holy Spirit was not too impossible to hope 
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for, and would be a very desirable kind of 
ideology. 

Jesus was a theologian. “Theology is the 
Queen of sciences,” and Jesus’ science is su- 
preme. A science which fails to produce the © 
discovery of a Redeemer falls short of spiritual 
dignity. 

Science which does not rise above the objects 
which make scientific study possible, and rec- 
ognize the Infinite Source from which they 
spring, leaves the mind floundering in an abyss 
of nihilism, and thinking minds and hungering 
hearts will never find rest in that abyss. 

It seems the height of absurdity to suppose 
Nature—no matter how big the N—could have 
produced personalities possessing moral and 
spiritual attributes and capacities such as any 
impersonal power could not possess. Every-— 
thing, everywhere, shows the presence of Mind, 
Infinite Intelligence, the kind of Personality we 
cannot understand because so infinitely more 
comprehensive than ours. But only Personality 
could produce personalities. Vague terms such as 
Cosmic Ether, the Absolute (without defini- 
tion), Infinite Force, or any other abstract con-— 
cept of God, less than Personality, is highly. 
unscienitfic for the vast majority of mankind, 
for they cannot conceive of themselves as pos- 
sessing thought, feeling, will, moral choice, or 
any form of reality which their Creator does 
not possess. Jesus speaks to the reason as well 
as the heart and will when He appeals for 
infinite faith in the Person of God, whom He — 
called Heavenly Father. : 

To the believer it seems strange that any 
reasonable man should not believe in Jesus’ ’ 
kind of a God. Thomas A. Edison once said: — 
“No one can study chemistry and see the won- 
derful way in which certain elements combine — 
with the nicety of the most delicate machine © 
ever invented, and not come to the inevitable — 
conclusion that there is a Big Engineer who is 
running this universe.” Once he lifted a con- 
tainer and exclaimed, “The Almighty is a good - 
Chemist.”” Sir James Jeems, in “The Myster-— 
ious Universe,” expresses the convictoin that 
behind the universe is a Mathematical Mind. It 
is easy to agree with him. There certainly 
seems to be plenty of mathematics overhead. It 
is easy to believe the Almighty is a good Math- 
ematician, a good Chemist, and everything 
else that is capable of running the universe. 
The universe has no modus operandi, in itself. 
It does not justify itself. It is not a system of 
toys. It is easy to believe God is more than an 
Infinite Mechanic whirling great toys through 
space in inconceivable orbits for his unwearied 
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BUILDING A VOCABULARY 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


~Y CHOLARS never tire of referring to the 
profound philosophy which Lewis Carroll 
interlaced with fantasy in his delightful 
ccount of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 
n fact as late as 1944 Dr. Stanley Romaine 
fopper skillfully appropriated Carroll's tech- 
ique in a widely-admired division of his prize- 
inning volume, The Crisis of Faith. But 
ever was this demure allegorist more pene- 
rating in his insight than when he involved 
is child heroine in a literary debate with 
{umpty Dumpty on the meaning of words. 
“The question is,’ said Alice, “whether 
you can make words mean so many different 
things.” 
“The question is,” said Humpty Dumpty, 
“which is to be master—that’s all.’’ 
nd, of course, Humpty Dumpty was right! 
The great movements of history have been 
wayed by men who were masters of words. 
senerals might expunge military defeats but 
hey cannot erase the subtle persuasions of a 
yell-turned phrase. Israel survived her many 
rises not because of her Joshuas and her 
xideons but because of the Word which she 
ad hid in her heart. Tom Paine’s provocative 
racts did probably as much to wrest victory 
or the American colonists as did George 
Washington’s campaigns. Wendall Phillips, 
ighting the inhumanity of the  slave-trade, 
nce fervently cried: “Pile your capital as high 
t the skies. If it founded on iniquity, the pulse 
f a girl will beat it down!” And the pulse of 
girl literally did beat it down. That girl 
yas Harriet Beecher Stowe, who took not a 
naul, but a quill to smash the shackles of a 
eople in bondage. As a matter of fact, when 
ve reflect upon it we find that we remember 
rafty Caiaphas in all his pomp, and Pilate in 
Il his chameleonic power, only because they 
rembled before the words of a man who never 
ven wrote down the philosophy of which they 
vere afraid! The tongue pierces farther than 
he spear and the pen is still mightier than 
he sword. 


Until the preacher realizes this he will be a- 


Yon Quixote fighting windmills with poorly 
mprovised accouterments. Most of us are born 
vith the power of speech but none of us comes 
quipped with a ready-made vocabulary. There 
; no gainsaying the fact at this point we are 
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all equal and such differences as develop we 
determine for ourselves. 

_ Certainly, if the pulpit is to regain its purg- 
ing power, its ministers must make themselves 
masters of the kindling word. Nor is this an 
abstract ideal. What we face may not be easy 
but it is practical. Demosthenes utilized dif- 
ficulty to overcome his embarrassing speech im- 
pediment. In like manner we must accept the 
challenge of great ideas by diligently searching 
out the mechanics needful to their vital expres- 
sion. Lack of vocabulary stifles thinking—as 
the persistent use of profanity discloses in its 
attempt to substitute for logic—and eventuates 
in the boorish repetition of cliches. A broad- 
ening grasp of words opens opportunities for 
far-reaching intellectual explorations. Just as 
Einstein could not release the secret of atomic 
energy until he found a formula through which 
to describe it, so we cannot let loose a trans- 
forming philosophy until we have mastered a 
phraseology which is both inclusive enough and 
expansive enough to capture its insinuations as 
well as its assertions. The mastery of such a 
vocabulary is basically simple. 

Perhaps the best way to begin our verbal con- 
quest is through the reading of books. My per- 
sonal practice has been to make room in my 
study for works of widely variant style. I do 
not choose them, however, merely because they 
possess representative phraseology. I choose 
them because they use that phraseology to ex- 
press important ideas. Obviously such restric- 
tion immediately bars many of the popular 
contemporary novels which appear to consti-” 
tute the sole source of inspiration for so many 
preachers. One can hardly expect to plumb the 
depths of life if his reading constantly skirts 
the periphery. 

Over a period of time this carefully planned 
and meticulously pursued reading program re- _ 
sults in a synthesis which the reader's person- 
ality inevitably fuses into a style distinctively 
his own. It is true, of course, that at first he 
may unconsciously imitate certain authors who 
particularly appeal to him. Primarily this is 
because they are nearest to his innate mode of 
expression. Even so, in copying them he is 
guilty of no greater crime than that with which 
a child may be charged when it imitates its 
parents in its initial effort to walk. And just 
as the day invariably comes when that child 
shakes off its parents’ balancing touch, so the _ 
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prudent reader ultimately arrives at the point 
where he no longer depends upon his literary 
pigcepiots Paul did not hesitate to learn at 
the feet of Gamaliel. But he did not squat 
there forever. There came a day when he 
turned his back upon his honored teacher and 
walked into unexplored areas. Yet he never 
forgot his debt to the man whom the world 
remembers, not for himself but for Paul. 
Reading encourages writing. The one fol- 
lows the other as naturally as night follows 
day. Expression inspires expression. Insight 
leads on to insight. Books were never meant 
to fulfill knowledge; they were meant to intro- 
duce its eternal pursuit. They are magnets at- 
tracting from divergent fields and creating won- 
derment as to the sources from which they 
draw. So the true reader cannot resist becom- 
ing a writer. And writing constitutes one of 
the finest means of vocabulary construction 
there is. To write effectively one must use the 
exact word in the exact place and he must use 
it- there because it expresses precisely the idea 
he wants to describe. It must picture his 


thought clearly, as a mirror reflects whatever is 
held before it. Words are only miniature mir- 
rors by which the mind reflects its meditations. 
If the mirrors are tarnished, whoever looks in 
them sees in a glass darkly. If the object to be © 
reflected is dull, or overcast with shadow, the 
mirror cannot make it plain. Our words can 
mean no more than we make them mean by 
the way we use them. 

Thus, forced to consult dictonaries and the- 
sauruses, we summon words from our passive 
vocabularies to meet the demands which our 
creative literary labors impose upon us. It is 
not long before this constant demand adds 
unemployed terms to our normal range of Jan- 
guage. For the care we exert in writing trans- 
mits itself to our selection in speech. Not that — 
we speak pedantically, but rather that we fee/ 
what we are thinking, and like a mountain- 
goat picking its sure footing to the heights, 
we choose instinctively the phrases which best 
express what we feel. When we can do that, 
as Humpty Dumpty unequivocally implied, we 
have resolved the question as to who ts master. 
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THE IMPORTANCE 
OF MISSIONS 
IN JAPAN TODAY 


CLAUDE L. HEILEMAN 


APAN is a nation of 80,000,000 people, 

living in an area about as large as Cali- 

fornia. Strategically located off the coast 
of Asia, it could become the Gibraltar of the 
Pacific. Like Germany in Europe, Japan is 
capable of producing the best of manufactured 
articles, provided the raw materials can be 
secured in quantity. With their great ingenuity 
and imitative power, the Japenese could become 
industrially superior to other Asiatic countries, 
if this talent were turned into the proper chan- 
nels. It is this imitative quality in the Japanese 
_ people which presents to the Christian Church 
one of the greatest challenges to missionary 
_ endeavor. If the Church could sense the im- 
portance of this opportunity, in Japan today, 
and fise to the occasion with a host of workers 


for that land, Japan could be won to Christ and 
His Gospel. 
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From January 25, 1947 to July 28, 1948, I~ 
was on duty in Japan as a Chaplain in the 
United States Army. I had opportunity to visit — 
many places between Tokyo, on the Island of 
Honshu, and Aso Kanko on the southern island — 
of Kyushu. From 794 to 1868 A.D. Kyoto was 
the capital of Japan and its ancient prestige is 
maintained in the enthroning of the emperor 
there. Kyoto is known as the Shrine City be-— 
cause in it there are over a thousand Temples 3 
and Shrines belonging to the Shinto and Budd- — 
hist faiths. There are also a large number of — 
small Christian Churches throughout the city, — 


many with congregations of thirty members or 


so. Here also is the Do-she-sha University, — 
founded by the Congregationalists, which in_ 
1947-48 had an enrollment of over sixty-five 
hundred students. a2 E 

In this beautiful, historic city, situated at the 
foot of Mount Hiei, in the central portion of 
Honshu, I spent fourteen’ months, and it wa: 


here I discovered great interest in Christianity, 
specially among the students. The evening of 
Sebruary 17, 1947 I preached at the Army Post 
Shapel in Kyoto. After the service I was intro- 
duced to a Japanese minister, Rev. Hiroshi 
Sitagawa, the pastor of the Honmachi Nazarene 
Church. Converted in California as a young 
man, he graduated from Pasadena College and 
-eturned to preach the Gospel in Japan, rising 
-0 the position, at one time, of Superintendent 
of all the Nazarene work in Japan. When 1 
was introduced to him, he asked me to preach 
at a Youth-For-Christ meeting held in his 
Church each Saturday. He said, “I will inter- 
pret for you.” So on Saturday evening, Febru- 
aty 22, 1947, Washington's birthday, I preached 
my first sermon to Japanese, a group of sixty- 
two people, of whom about forty-five were 
young people between the ages of twelve and 
twenty. These were gathered together in a 
plain room, heated only by one small wood 
stove in the center of the room and lacking 
in all those things we consider so necessary for 
an atmosphere of worship. From that night on, 
until I left Japan, I attended that Youth-For- 
Christ service with Chaplain Clarence Lund, of 
the Washington State Conference, each of us 
taking turns preaching every other Saturday 
night, and we saw that meeting grow in numbers 
until on the night of July Sth we had, by actual 
count, one hundred and seventy-six people 
crowded into that little room. About twelve 
enlisted men attended the meetings with us and 
today six of them are studying in American 
schools, preparatory to going out as mission- 
aries, most of them intending to return to 
Japan. Out of these meetings a large number 
of young isso made their decisions for Christ 
and united with the Church on Christmas 1947. 
Recently I received word from Brother 
Kitagawa that the meetings are still going on, 
although no military personnel attend the ser- 
vices, and that the Church has felt the results 
of those meetings and is now in the process of 
renovating. 

While I was assisting in this Youth-For- 
Christ program (which is in no way connected 
with Youth for Christ International), I was 
visited by Professor Hara, instructor in the 
Do-shi-sha University and a graduate of the 
University of West Virginia, a member of the 
Shimogamo Episcopal Church in Kyoto. For 
some time Professor Hara had been sponsoring 
a Bible class in his home, composed of Univer- 
sity students from his class in English and 
orcs taught by one of our sergeants, who 
was on his way home. He asked me to take 
over the class which met on Tuesday night and 
in September 1947 I began. I continued with 
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this class until March 1948, when I was moved 
to Otsu, twelve miles outside of Kyoto. The 
average attendance at this class was twenty-five 
and we could have had five hundred if we had 
the place to meet, but the idea was to concen- 
trate on a small group and prepare them to 
extend the work among the students at the 
University. Each Tuesday evening, following a 
brief devotional service led by Professor Hara 
with his good wife at the organ, I gave a talk 
on some portion of Luke’s Gospel, after which 
Rev, Hirokuni Tsuboi, pastor of the Shimo- 
gamo Episcopal Church, would give a ten or 
fifteen minute summary of my talk in Japanese 
for the purpose of bringing to class some of the 
more important points in our study. This class 
was the means of bringing several to Christ and 
these united with the Church of Pastor Tsuboi. 

While I was engaged in these endeavors I 
made the acquaintance of Rev. Akira Takagi, 
pastor of the Kyohoku Kyokai, one of our 
Methodist Churches in Kyoto, a fine young man 
educated at Drew Seminary and who, with his 
wife and small son, his wife’s father and her 
two sisters, were all living in a small but com- 
fortable Japanese home in the north end of 
the city. Here in an attractive little Church, 
he labored with a congregation of about thirty 
members and with an average attendance of 
thirty-eight and a Sunday School of the same 
number of children. Due to my Army duties 
and the two other activities I had little time to 
devote to any more regular services, but I did 
preach for them every anniversary and special 


“occasion, with Brother Takagi interpreting from 


my notes, since only a few of his congregation 
could speak any English. 

Besides these activities I had numerous re- 
quests to speak to groups at the YMCA and 
other places, but realizing that spreading my 
efforts out too thin would result in inadequate 
teaching I refused all but these three. Remem- 
ber this was all done on my off duty hours 
along with my regular Chapel Services at the 
Hospital where I served, and a Thursday night © 
Bible Class in the Kyoto Army Post Chapel 
with Chaplain Lund. ; 

I came away from Japan believing that the 


greatest opportunities for Christian Missions 


today, lies among those people who are so 
greatly in need of the Gospel of Christ. From 
the Emperor down to the humblest worker in 


the rice paddies, a great hunger for religious 


freedom and spiritual truth is driving the 
people toward God. The old religions have 
failed and only Christianity holds the power 

to redeem and restore that nation to God. Com- 
munism and secularism are striving for the — 
mastery but if the Christian Church could send _ 
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enough missionaries and workers into Japan, in 
the next five years, to share their life and prac- 
tice before their eyes the principles of Christian 
love and holiness, the Japanese with their in- 
tense imitative ability would absorb much of 
the truth and mercy in Christianity and begin 
to work their way toward the light of the glor- 
ious Gospel of Christ. 

Already the Church has multiplied about 400 
per cent and there are approximately a million 
persons engaged in Bible study and Church 
attendance who, while still not Christians, are 
studying the Way with sincere and earnest 
hearts and minds. Without any doubt many of 
these will become Christians and unite with the 
Church and become worthy members. The 
example of missionaries and true Christian 
workers has made a deep impression on the 
Japanese and the merciful occupation under 
General MacArthur has done much to turn the 
eyes of the people toward the American way 
of life. 

Great forces are at work in Japan. Education 
has taken on a new and democratic form. Poli- 
tics are being modeled on the ideas of the 
West (sometimes good and sometimes bad). 
Social customs have changed practically over- 
night and the religious life has been dealt a 
terrific blow with the military defeat of a na- 
tion that was supposed to be under the special 
care and protection of heaven itself. But in all! 
this flux and change none is so great as the 
change in attitude toward the Christian Church. 
More and more Christian leaders are coming to 
the fore and it is safe to say that the Christians 
are exerting an influence far in excess of their 
numerical strength. The great International 
Christian University now in the process of or- 
ganization and to be opened in the near future 
neat Tokyo, has captivated the minds of 
Christians, Buddhists, and Shintoists alike. 
Never has the Church been confronted with 
such unparalelled opportunities as in Japan 
today. 

Perhaps the single greatest opportunity lies 
in the youth of Japan with their intense thirst 
for knowledge, their unceasing quest for edu- 
cation. Bright and eager to learn, they furnish 
the richest soil in which to plant the seeds of 
the Gospel and reap the harvest in years to 
come. All of them are capable of the sin- 
cerest devotion and any effort on their behalf 
will repay itself a thousandfold. In Tokyo, Yoka- 
hama, Kyoto, Osaka, Kobe, Fukuoko and evety 
city of size, there are Churches, and pastors, 
‘and missionaries to lead them to God. But 
what of the outlying districts where the people 
are living on the edge of existence in the direst 
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poverty, without any of the simplest luxuries so 
common to the life of man today? They are 
forsaken! Forsaken because there are not 
enough workers and not enough money to pro- 
vide those workers needed to give them the ~ 
help and encouragement that will enable them 
to find the one true God and the salvation of 
their souls. Here and there, it is true, there are 
small beginnings but among a nation of 80,- 
000,000 these are but drops in a great ocean. 
Great is the result in terms of the individuals, 
and each one is doing the work of three or ~ 
four, teaching as many as fifteen or twenty 
Bible classes each week, conducting consulta- 
tions, running orphanages and schools, and the 
multitude of little things which go to make up 
the life of a missionary in a foreign land. 

There is one other thing that makes the Jap- 
anese situation so important today. Whoever 
wins Japan wins the gateway to the East, and 
many different groups are trying to gain the 
ascendency there at the present time. With their 
intense love of beauty, their deep and emotional 
religious nature, their strange imitative powers 
and their willingness to learn, it is inevitable 
that some one group will soon be the dominat- 
ing power in the life of Japan. Whoever wins 
out in Japan will do so because the young 
people believe them to the most interested 
and the best possible leaders for the country. — 
If the Christian Church with its present advan- 
tage could send ten thousand missionaries to 
Japan now, we could win that country for _ 
Christ and save it from the ravages of atheistic | 
communism and unChristian secularism. But — 
we must act now while the opportunity is ripe ” 
and prove the reality of our compassion and 
interest in the Nipponese. 

One day in company with a group of Ameri- 
cans I visited the Byodoin Temple at Uji, not 
far from Kyoto. ‘This temple is built in the 
form of a bird, the main part housing the giant 
statue of Buddha representing its body. the 
right and left pavilions representing the wings, 
and the corridor by which the priests enter the — 
temple from their quarters representing its tail. 
This is called the Phoenix Temple and on top 
of the main building are the figures of two. 
Phoenix birds facing each other. According to 
the legend, when the Phoenix died and its body — 
was burned, the bird rose again to new life 
from the ashes of its dead self. How a tly 
this describes the situation in Japan today! 
Defeated and well nigh destroyed, Japan is 
rising to a new life and a new day. Will it be 
to Christ or Communism? Will it be to Chris-. 
tianity or to secularism? The answer lies with 
the Church of Christ, and it is a question we 
will have to answer to God, Himself. 
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The Pew and The Soul 


| HEN deep in heavy contemplation of 
what you have heard referred to 


as the increasing impotency of The 
church in rising to the high demands of the 
our, have you pondered over the disparity 
vetween our efforts to fill the pews and those 
o fill the hearts and lives of those in the pews? 

The problem of the empty pew has had the 
nind of the individual minister as well as those 
yf many a denomination. The thing so easy to 
werlook is the fact that the empty pew is only 

symptom of a spiritual malignancy. It 
s the empty soul rather than the empty pew 
vhich needs our prayer and concern, for apply- 
ng a balm to an irritating and uncomfortable 
ymptom may bring temporary relief but it has 
ot the slightest effect on the inner illness 
which causes it. Allay the fever and the rash 
lisappears. 

We delight in figures, records showing 
srowth and progress. We compile our compara- 
ive reports on attendance, that we and others 
nay see. We become so intent upon the find- 
ng of those reports that we frequently confuse 
he pew and the foot of the Cross. As long as 
ur pews are occupied all’s right with the 
vorld, at least with our minor parish world. 
gut the pews are not a dependable barometer. 
The pew is but a place of pause on the way to 
he Cross. To sit in a pew need mean nothing 
nore, per se, than that the occupant has ceased 
o travel, and we shoot our arrow into the air 
vhen our greatest effort is to fill the pews. 
When that is the obvious goal of the minister, 
t is not surprising that confusing the pew and 
he Cross is so wide spread in the lay-mind. 

In the name of the full pew, we have te- 
orted to artificial stimuli of endless hue. We 
ave turned the House of Worship into a con- 
ert hall, a public forum, a hodgepodge of 
izarre appointments, in the soil of which have 
erminated the seeds of lay-misconception. We 
re a patt of today. “We therefore must keep 
p with the times.” The task of the Church 
ever included keeping up with the times so 
nuch as correcting and shaping the times. If 
he lump is not leavened by the yeast, the baker 
night just as well fold up his apron and go 
shing, so far as his production of bread is 
oncerned. 


Conviction of sin for the pew, not applause 
and approbation for the pulpit, is the first pre- 
requisite to light along the Way. The moment — 
the pulpit casts about for other procedure it 
casts off the one Way of Salvation, for it will 
ever be true that it is the Cross and not the 
pew which saves. 

There has been no abrogation of the Pauline 
dictum that souls are saved, through His good 
pleasure, by the foolishness of preaching, 
although some may wonder as to the reason- 
able limits of that foolishness. The oft for- 
gotten word still remains. We must be able 
to say with Paul, “and my speech and’ my 
preaching were not in persuasive words of wis- 
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
power, that your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

The wisdom of men would fill the pews. 

The power of God would fill the souls. 

Fill the soul and the pew will take care of 

itself. 


Men Big Enough To Mend It! 


ERE is a fine word from a keen pen of 

John Buchan: “The hope for a broken 

- world is men big enough to mend it.” 

One commentator has added this comment: 

“The hope for a broken world is a God big 

enough to mend it.’ Let me add another 

observation: The hope for a broken world is 

for men big enough to mend it, for a God 

big enough to enter the lives of these men 

effectively to make them world menders, and 

for nations big enough to assume intelligent 
leadership in repairing a broken world, 

In His parable of the talents, Christ con- 
demned the man with a single talent who 
made no use of this talent and had nothing 
to show when his Lord returned. He had 
buried his talent in the ground. It is possible 
for men today of real ability to bury their 
talents in the ground while a broken world 
must be mended, and sometimes the men with 
five talents, and even ten talents, are burying 
talents instead of using talents. How true 
that is in the political field, every election dis- 
closes. Often the men who fail to vote are the 
men best fitted to know the needs of the 
nation, but it is more significant when you 


(See page 282) 
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CHURCH WORK | 


If I can put one touch of a rosy sunset into the life of any man 
or woman, I shall feel that I have worked with God. 


The Outlook for America 


Who can tell what lies ahead? Who could 
have predicted in 1900 that by 1950: 

United States population would double? 

High school enrolment would increase from 
630,000 to more than 6,460,000; and college 
enrolment from 237,592 to 2,456,841 ? 

Average life expectancy would increase thru 
improved education, sanitation, and medicine 
from 50 yeats to more than 65 years? 

We would have more than 40,000,000 tele- 
phones as compared with 1,356,000 in 1900? 

We would have 41,000,000 autos and trucks 
as compared with fewer than 10,000 then? 

We would have more than 83,000,000 radio 
sets and 3,750,000 television sets in our Amer- 
ican homes? 

Our people would fly more than nine billion 
passenger miles during 1949 and planes would 
exceed the speed of sound? 

There would be two world wars with the 
United States in the deciding role? 

There would be an atomic science, atom 
bombs, and a United Nations? 

There would be a Gandhi to prove anew 
that the law of love is more powerful than war 
in the life of nations? 

And what of the future? We may be sure 
that in God’s own good time effect will follow 
cause. We may expect the pendulum to swing 
to and fro, for man is part wise and part fool- 
ish, part evil and part good, or perhaps just 
beginning to be man. Obviously, we are in the 
middle of the most amazing century in the 
long upward struggle of the race. With such 
a record and so much to work with, why should 
we fear the future? The world has no problems 
which high ideals and intelligent persistence 
will not solve. 

The long future will depend on forces of the 
mind and spirit. Even the vast technical gains 
~ of the past 50 years are themselves the fruit of 

intangible mental and spiritual forces that 
have been building up for centuries. World 
government is the logical result of the idea of 
one god and universal law. Jesus’ emphasis on 
love as the supreme law \eads inevitably to rec- 
 ognition of the sacredness of personality, to 
the conception of inalienable rights, to the 
coming of democracy, to freedom of thought, 
and the growth of science. 
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—George MacDonald 


We may expect during the next 50 years a 
continuing struggle between intelligent love 
on the one side and arbitrary force on the 
other, a struggle in all countries between the 
civil and the military, a struggle to determine ~ 
whether the teacher or the soldier shall rule — 
the world. We have abiding faith in the role — 
of the teacher and in the power of true teach- — 
ing. If every teacher during his lifetime will 
discover, inspire, and develop one citizen of | 
outstanding character, integrity, and purpose, 
the future of civilization will be safe. Our best — 
resource is in the teachers who hold up stand- 
ards and seek to lift them higher. Our worst 
danger signal is in the teachers who are in-— 
clined to let down standards and to follow in 
their own lives the indulgences of a confused — 
and revolutionary age. : 

It is thru teaching and teaching alone in — 
home, school, and church that America has 
risen to her present pinnacle of world influ- 
ence. It is thru teaching and teaching alone — 
that she can guide the growing aspirations of — 
other peoples of the world to the new Golden — 
Age we all seek. As we look toward the year ~ 
2000, we have nothing to fear but fear itself; — 
fear and the indolence which is willing to ac- 
cept less than the best. If in our fabulous — 
wealth, we grow rich and soft and purposeless, — 
our nation will go down and deserve to go 
down as does every nation that forgets the — 
source of its strength. This is the age of the — 
teacher. We in this generation shall see schools : 
far beyond the dreams of the past if we unite — 
our strength and help to build them.—Joy 
Elmer Morgan, Editor, Journal of the National 
Education Association, 4 
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What Keeps People Away i 3 
From Church? CS 
Counter-attractions, public indifference and 
dull services are held equally responsible for 
poor church attendances, according to a 
recent Australia-wide Gallup Poll. q 
In this survey, people of all religious de-— 
nominations were asked: a 
What do you think is main reason why more 
people don't go to church regularly? Bere 
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Answers fall into two groups—those blam- 


ing the people (58 per cent.) and those blam- 
ing the churches (27 per cent.) 


Answers Blaming the People 


Per cent 
People more interested in sport, amuse- 

PRIGHICS CLG <a rete £ Sauteed 16 
Public indifferent to Gad hg | eee ae 15 
Beanie t0e.lazyons eo kek les 8 
Home and family ties; too busy........... 6 
Lack of religious training 5 
eepre. have no. faiths 3 


Education, scientific knowledge fosters 


disbelief 


A Ara ee ee et 2 

Other answers blaming people -........... 3 
58 

Answers Blaming the Churches 
Per cent 

Services too dull, old-fashioned _........... 16 
err amtiels BYPOCrisy ec cee. 3 
Churches too commercialized, political. 3 
Influence of Churches dwindling............ 2 
Other answers blaming the Churches... 3 
27 
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Those who blame the people comprise 53 
per cent of the men interviewed and 65 per 
cent of the women. The churches are at fault 
according to 32 per cent of men and 21 per 
cent of women. 


Religious Denominations 


Roman Catholics say indifference, laziness 
and lack of religious training are the principal 
reasons people don’t go to church. On the 
other -hand, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists and Baptists, as a group, tend to put the 
blame on dull services, counter-attractions and 
indifference, in that order. 

In August, 1946, a Gallup Poll found that 
half the people in Australia were churchgoers. 
—Melbourne Herald, Australia. 


New Ideas in 1950 VBS Course 


“The Educational Reporter” issued by The 
Christian Education Co., Highland, Ill., will 
aid leaders of VBS, including all age-groups, 
in a practical way. The April, 1950, issue, 
8 pages, 8 x 11, is devoted to workable plans, 
and indicates that VBS lessons supplied by 
he Christian Education Co. are so constructed 
a they can be used for a 2-week, 3-week, or 
4-week school, but since 3 weeks is the extent 


of the average school, the lessons are aimed 
for 3-week courses. 

Visual aids (eye-learning) are available in 
both films and flannelgraphs, if desired; home 
practice problems, activity problems, and hand 
work are available, as well as teacher’s manual. 

Catalogs offering plans, program materials, 
hand work, etc., for VBS leaders are avail- 
able from Standard Publishing Co., 20 E. Cen- 
tral Parkway, Cincinnati 10, Ohio; Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, 810 Broadway, Nashville 2, 
Tenn.; Concordia Publishing Co., 3558V_ S. 
Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo., or a request 
to The Expositor for these catalogs will be 
relayed to each of the publishers. 


The Funeral Sermon 


In answer to the article, “The Funeral Ser- 
mon,” page 63 of the February 1950 issue of 
The Expositor, permit me to say: 


That for many years, unless the family has been 
quite insistent, I have omitted data relating to the 
life of the person who has passed away. It has 
become my conviction that those who attend the 
service know the life of the one who has passed 
away and that an obituary is not needed. I may 
also say that the request for one is very exceptional. 

I believe that stress in the sermon should be 
placed on immortality and proper preparation for 
the life to come. It is my conviction that a funeral 
service should never be an occasion when the minis- 
ter takes advantage of the fact that some people are 
present who do not come to the regular services. 


Victor E. Beck, Pastor t 
Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church f 
New York City. 


Magazine Clippings 


Clippings from any source will be greatly 
enhanced in value to the subscriber if iden- 
tified as to source, by writing on the margin 
or on the back of the clipping the following— 

1. Name of publication in which item 
appeared. 

2. The year, month, page number, and 
volume. : 

Subscribers seeking additional information 
on such items, and in position to give exact 
titles, and source, to the publisher of any in- 
formation will insure prompt cooperation. It 
takes a minimum of time and effort to locate 
specific titles, page numbers, etc. in bound 


volumes; it requires endless time and effort to 


locate “‘probable”’ titles, published “several 
years” ago, with the resultant disappointment 
of not receiving the information “by return 
mail’, as requested. 


Inquiries to any publication for duplicate 


articles, either printed or typed, or other ref- 


erences should be accompanied by a stamped, _ 


Page 257 : 


6% f | 4 sir 
gS SO RP Ln gt oe Oo 


pal 


i: 


i 


Tes 


Si 


addressed envelope. Names and addresses, un- 
less typed, are easily mis-read. 


Mortgage Burning Service 
(Pageant: Past, Present and Future) 

Cast and Costume—Two males, two females, 
Pastor, Past, Present, and Future. 

Pastor—Either the pastor of the church or 
someone to represent him. Dress, modern. 

Past—Someone who can speak in squeeky 
voice. Rather tall. Boy. 

Present—Young lady dressed in white, car- 
rying long, white lighted candle. 
 Future—Small girl, dressed in white. 

Stage Setting—A corner of a pastor's study. 
Flat topped desk or table with books on it, 
one chair, a taboret placed at the front of the 
platform upon which is placed some utensil, as 
a cake plate, to receive the mortgage. Soft 
hidden lights. Can be adapted to almost any 
platform, as any exits may be used. 


SCENE. I 


(Pastor is seated at his desk, not working, 
but in despondent attitude. Lights off except 
soft hidden lights. ) 

Pastor: “I feel rather discouraged. There 
are so many hard problems in connection with 
the work of the Church. And sometimes the 
people are not as interested in it as they should 
be. (Pause). I feel chilly. (Shakes self slight- 
ly). It seems that some awful presence is 
here, which oppresses me, and keeps the 
church from going forward as it should.” 

(A loud knock is heard near exit.) 

Pastor; ‘Come in.” 

(Enter Past, stooped, walking with difficulty, 
stops neat desk, but not between Pastor and 


audience. ) 
Pastor: ‘Who ate you?” 
Past; “I am the Past.” 


Pastor: ‘“Why are you dressed in black, with 
your face hidden?” 

» Past: “Because I am obscured in memory.” 

Pastor: “Can you bring anything to the pres- 
ent problems?” 

Past: “I can; memories of successes and fail- 
ures, but most of all this mortgage (extends 
paper.), which has been upon this Church for 
yeats) ai the sumeolax-nyneee, dollars. 

It has been a heavy burden for me, and I am 
willing to leave it with you.” 
(Past deposits the mortgage upon the recept- 
acle prepared for it, and retires with slow 
_ tread.) 
_ Pastor: “Ah! A mortgage! Thus it is that 
the Past endangers the Present and the Future, 
making the way more difficult than it other- 
wise would be, 
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(All lights dimmed, for a moment before 

scene II.) 
SCENE II 

(Same as scene I, except dimmed lights.) 

(A gentle knock is heard near exit.) 

Pastor: “Come in.” 

(Enter Present, holding lighted candle.) 

Pastor: “And who are you?” 

Present: “Yam the Present.” 

Pastor: “What do you bring to us?” 

Present: “I bring you light, so that the tasks 
may be better accomplished.” 

Pastor: “Ah! ’Tis sadly needed. What else 
do you bring?” 

Present: “By my light I enable you to catch 
a glimpse of the Future, for as we face the 
tasks of the present, shall the future be.” 

(Enter Future.) 

Pastor: (waving hand toward her) “IT sup- 
pose then, that this is the Future-” 

Presents OY es." 

Pastor: ‘May I speak to her, and inquire the 
way?” 


Present: ‘Nay, for she cannot answer. Her ° 


time is not yet. What the future Church will 
be, depends upon what we do now.” 

Pastor: “I see (thoughtfully). And do you 
bring aught else?” 

Present: “Yes. I bring the hearty co-opera- 


tion of the people in the great tasks of the — 


Church. Their faithfulness enables me to de- 


stroy the burden that has been brought to us ° 


by the Past, in order that the Future may be 
free from it.” 


(Present reaches with her candle and lights 


the mortgage, as it catches fire, she says.) 
“May our labor ever thus smooth the way for 
the little feet of the Future Church. May this 
flame symbolize our efforts. to lift the burdens_ 
from the Church of God.” 

(The congregation joins in the singing of 
the doxology. “Praise God from whom all 
Blessings flow,” etc.) ~~ 

(Lights. ) 


Ten Commandments on Courtship 
and Marriage 


Courtship, Then and Now 


¥ 


- 


Do not begin your courtship days too young. . 


Childhood years are the sweetest in life. 
grow old all too soon. 


Do not go with too many persons or one too 


often, “too many cooks will spoil the broth.” 


Do not be a flirt or a heart breaker. Broken hearts. 
mean broken lives and suicides man 


You will | 


b 
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s blind and you do not want to enter marriage 
rlindly. 

Do not go with a person because of good looks. 
A butterfly’s wings will soon drop off. Character 
means far more than looks, 

Do not have “spats” in courtship days. If you 
quarrel before marriage you may fight afterwards. 
_Do not become too familiar before marriage. 
Familiarity breeds contempt.” 

Do not court too long; for long courtships sel- 
jom end in marriages. 

Do not go with a person unless you are willing 
<0 get married. You may fall in love and cannot 
oreak away. Remember that you are known by the 
:ompany you keep. 

Do not expect the person you are courting to be 
setter than yourself. Always try to leave the person 
with whom you go better than when you first began 
‘M case you decide you are unsuitable for each other. 


Ten Commandments for Brides and Grooms 


Do not marry unless you are in love. 
seads to a dog’s life. 
of human relationships. 

Do not marry in haste. 

‘Thus grief still treads upon the heels of pleasure.” 
‘Married in haste we may repent in leisure.” 

Do not marry for money or position in society. 
Money and property may soon be destroyed or spent 
while positions are subject to change. 

Do not marry a person who is physically or mor- 
ally unfit. You do not want to start a hospital or 
work-house. 

Do not marry unless you can adapt youself to 
circumstances or to the other person’s ways. You 
must give as well as take. 

Do not marry for spite or to please someone 
other than yourself. You are not marrying for the 
sake of other people. 

Do not marry unless you are willing to have a 
family and bear responsibilities. If you are going 
to be a boarder then stay single. 

Do not marry through sympathy or to reform a 
person. Reforms should be accomplished before 
Marriage. 

Do not marry an irreligious person if you are 
religious mor marry a person of opposite beliefs. 
You want harmony in the home above everything 
else. 

Do not put off marriage too long for if you do 
you will miss the happiest years of married life and 
your children may be morally or physically unfit. — 


Puppy love 
True love is the foundation 


Ten Commandments for Husbands and Wives 


Do not expect your husband or wife to be perfect. 
Perfection is only for angels; you would not be 
satisfied living with one. Love each other in spite 
of faults. 

Do not allow trivial affairs to become mountains. 
Mountains are hard to climb. Great wars have 
started over small things. 

Do not see-too much of each other, but see 
enough of each other. Too much of anything is 
enough, and enough of anything is a-plenty. 

Do not attempt to dominate each other. We are 
living in a democratic country. Many monarchs have 
recently lost their thrones; you may lose yours if 
you are not careful. 
~ Do not be selfish. ; 

- Do not be a nagger or a pessimist. Small rain- 
rops will in time wear holes in the hardest stone. 
imism is the keystone of progress and happiness. 
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_ Do not live with your relatives. Mother-in-laws 
in many cases mean divorce proceedings. 
Do not swap husbands or wives; you may be 
cheated in this bargain, 
Do not be discourteous. 
oil; it’s the best lubricator. 
Do not live in idleness. 
devil’s workshop.” 


Politeness is like crude 


“An idle brain is the 


Ten Commandments for Parents 


Do not make rash promises to your children which 
you know you cannot fulfill, or make demands upon 
them. Sooner or later they will find you out and 
lose confidence in you. 

Do not keep your children at a distance, but be 
real companions to them. If you are companions to 
them they will seek your advice and guidance. 

Do not argue or quarrel with your children, If 
you have to quarrel with any one quarrel with your- 
self; then do it in privacy. 

Do not fail to correct your children when you 
know they are doing wrong. The home is the best 
place to teach good habits and morals. 

Do not be untruthful to your children or double- 
minded with them. They will soon find out that 
you are a deceiver. 

Do not allow your children to think that they 
know it all. Egotism breeds disobedience. 

Do not permit your children to be spend-thrifts, 
nor spend money lavishly on them. 

Do not deny your children opportunities of get- 
ting an education. Encourage them to remain in 
school and equip themselves for the greatest useful- 
ness in life. 

Do not leave all of the instruction of your children 
to school teachers. You are their parents and should 
bear the greatest responsibility toward them. 

Do not criticise or admonish your children before 
other people. 

Do not expect your children to be better than 
you are. Take them to Church and Sunday School, 
instead of sending them. Religion is good for 
adults as well as-for children. 


Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Candle Light Service 


(Any variations of this or other suggested 
services may be worked out, in connection 
with the special lighting, for the chief ser- 
vice, or this idea may be combined with 
other features of the program after the 
Church service is concluded). 

(Light with candles, and have two large candles 
to symbolize the two who are celebrating their Gol- 
den Anniversary. Have several small children in 
white or gold costumes, carrying candles acting as 
ushers for the various characters in the program. 
Have grand-children of the couple act as guides to 
the altar, if the former wedding ceremony is re- 
enacted, or new pledges made, If there are married 
children present, or even married grand-children, 
have them accompany the guests of honor to the altar, 
and repeat with them the vows.) 


Service _ 
Prelude—Meditation—W eber. . 
Hymn: “The Pilgrim’s Journey. 
Prayer: for grace to understand the gift of 
acceptable companion through a long life of 
married bliss and responsibility. ee 


y 
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Reading from the Scriptures on Marriage, 
and parenthood. ; 

Reading: My mother's Bible, or other suit- 
able reading. 


PART II 


Church Lights out, and turn on yellow light 
to assist candlelight. 
Songs of the seasons of life: 
1. The Spring Time of Life—'O, Scatter 
Seeds of Loving Deeds.” 
2. (Red Light) The Summer Time of Life 
—‘Live in Sunshine.” 


3. (Blue light) The Fall Season of Life— 
Solo “Reaping.” 
4. (Green Light) The Winter Time of Life 
—"Abide With Me.” 
Hymn of Faith and Hope: (Blue Light)— 
“Watchman, Tell Us of the Night.” 


PART III 


(Lights On) Message of the Watchman 
“Travelling Under Sealed Orders.” 

Pastor may choose this time for address. 

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name.” 

The passing of the years (Here some mem- 
ber of the group of guides, preferably a young 
male member of the family, should extinguish 
the 50 candles grouped somewhere in the 
chancel and lighted early in the service. He 
should do this slowly and rhythmically, while 
the foregoing hymn is sung, and the organ may 
continue the refrain until the program is com- 
pleted. 

The beginning of a new year (Here enter a 
young woman to light a large candle brought 
in by the ushers. Audience and choir, ‘Let 
the Lower Lights Be Burning.” 

Prayer: For the health, happiness, and fel- 
lowship of those present. 

Sing: Blest Be the Tie That Binds.” 

Benediction—moment of silence following 
benediction, then sing, “Now the Day is 
Over.” 

* ke 


Some additional things that will add interest 
to this occasion. > 

Make an inventory of the things the couple 
“wants to remember” about their long com- 
panionship. Make as many entries as possible, 
fifty if possible. 
_ Make a list of the things they “want to for- 
get” about their long companionship and their 
family life. 

Make a list of warnings to young couples, 
which these two have learned through their life 
of experience. 


~ 
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Slogan of accomplishment: “We see in out 


children today what we believed, through 


God's grace, 50 years ago today.” 
An announcement may be printed as follows, 
on gold stock, a variation of the following— 


Our anniversary will be held 

On Friday night at eight. 

We want you all both big and small 
To help us celebrate. 


We've planned a cake with candles lit 
The number forty-five and five. 

The entertainment to begin 

As soon as you arrive. 


So come and make the room resound 
With laughter, song and cheers 

And fill the envelope with coins 

As many as your years. 


(The offering to be given to the Church, or the 
Missionary Fund.) 

Twelve 
if you can 


The 
The 


things to remember, (Make this 50 
with the help of the family). 


value of time. 

success of perseverance. 
The Pleasure of work. 

The dignity of simplicity. 
The worth of character. 
The power of kindness. 
The influence of example. 
The obligation of duty. 
The wisdom of economy. 
The virtue of patience. 
The improvement of talent. 
The joy of originating. 
The blessings of giving. 


Prayer Before the Wedding 


Our Father who art in heaven, be pleased in 
Thy great mercy, to look upon us, be present 
with us, and bless us in this sacred ceremony. 
Graciously regard Thy servants, about to enter 
into this solemn contract as the ordinance of 
God. Make them duly sensible of the holy 
vows and responsibilities they are taking upon 
themselves. May they remember that Thou, 
God, seest them. May Thy grace make their 
motives pure, their hearts sincere, their pur- 
poses of faithfulness to each other and to 
Thee deep and abiding. Prepare their hearts 


) 


: 


to receive and take these vows, not blindly nor 
carelessly, but in the love and the fear of God. 
Give them a holy and lasting sense of their 


dependence upon Thee for Thy blessing. Ever- 


more, daily, constantly and together, may they 


seek Thy blessing, and. do Thou in tender 
mercy now and evermore bestow it upon them, 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen, 


~ 


Prayer at a Wedding 4 


Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank 
_ Thee for the marriage institution: Thou hast 


bel poe 
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seen from the beginning that it was not good 
for man to be alone, but Thou hast found a 
helpmate, a companion for him. 

Bless this couple who are now united in 
heart and in hand; as they begin this new 
and untried life hand in hand may they be 
permitted in Thy good Providence, to go hand 
in hand to the end of it. ‘ 

Give them temporal prosperity and spiritual 
blessings, and may the love which has drawn 
them together this day, continue to draw them 
closer and closer to each other and closer to 
Thee as the years go by, and when at length 
they have faithfully climbed the hill of life 
and their feet shall stand in the valley of 
peace, may they be permitted to go home to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.—Rev. Peter 
‘Lindsay, D.D. 


A Wedding Prayer 


We invoke Thy gentlest blessings, our 
Father, on all true lovers. We praise Thee for 
ithe great longing that draws the soul of man 
and maid together and bids them leave all the 
‘dear bonds of the past to cleave to one 
another. We thank Thee for the revealing 
power of love which divines in the one be- 
loved the mystic beauty and glory of humanity. 
We thank Thee for the transfiguring power of 
love which ripens and ennobles our nature, 
calling forth the hidden stores of tenderness 
and strength and overcoming the selfishness of 
youth by the passion of self-surrender. 

We pray Thee to make their love strong, 
holy, and deathless, that no misunderstandings 
may fray the bond, and no gray disenchantment 
of the years may have power to quench the 
heavenly light that now glows in them. May 
they early gain wisdom to discern the true 
values of life, and may no tyranny of fashion 
and no glamour of cheaper joys filch from 
them the wholesome peace and inward satis- 
faction which only loyal love can give. 

Grant them with sober eyes to look beyond 


these sweet days of friendship to the genera- - 


tions yet to come, and to realize that the home 
for which they long will be part of the sacred 
tissue of the body of humanity in which Thou 
art to dwell, that so they may reverence them- 
selves and drink the cup of joy with awe.— 
‘Rev, Walter Rauschenbusch. 


Dedication of Flags 


_. Prayer of Dedication: Almighty and everlasting 
‘God, thou dwellest not in temples made with hands, 
‘neither art thou worshipped with men’s hands, as 
‘though thou needest anything, seeing that thou givest 
to all life and all things. Yet do thou, O Lord, who 


delightest thyself in the praises of all that thou hast 
bestowed upon thy faithful, accept the offering of 
our grateful hearts for the symbols of our matchless 
faith in Jesus Christ, Thy Son, and our great and 
beloved land, which thou hast so richly blessed in 
countless ways. We consecrate these beautiful sym- 
bols to Thee and thy Name, to the Name of Jesus 
Christ, and to the Holy Spirit, to be henceforth a 
part of our treasury of things born of Thy love. We 
set these flags apart from all common and worldly 
things, used gratefully to remind us of Thy great 
gifts to us in this community, and as a part of a 
great Nation, under Thee. 

Help us to endow these precious emblems with 
the constant thought of Thy love for mankind; give 
us the courage to defend them from common danger 
and from common foes; help us to cling to them 
in Thy Name. We ask in the Name of Thy Son, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Service 

Pastor: To the glory of God, our Father, 
by whose favor these symbols have come to 
hold a place in our hearts; to the honor of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, our 
Lord and Saviour; to the praise of the Holy 
Spirit, source of all life and light; for the 
privilege to worship in peace, and love and 
quiet, in prayer and song and Scripture; for 
the outward sign of an inward gratitude of a 
great nation; 

Congregation: We dedicate these symbols 
of Thy love. 

Pastor: For the strengthening of Christian 
citizenship, and the uplifting of those who fear 
in their hearts the present upheavel of nation 
against nation; for the comfort of those who 
have been called upon to give life and limb 


-in- defense of that which Thou hast bestowed 


upon us, and entrusted to our care; 

Congregation: We dedicate these symbols 
to Thee as a sign of times to come under Thy 
leadership and guidance, for courage to say 
always “Thy will be done.” 

Pastor: For the guidance of the young in 
Thy Name, for the fruitful and pure lives of 
those who go forth in Thy Name, for the free- 
dom and salvation of good men everywhere. 

Congregation: We dedicate these symbols 
to Thy love. 

Pastor: For the growth and purity of pa- 
triotism, for the promotion of brotherhood, for 
the hope of the coming of Thy Kingdom on 
earth; c 

Congregation: We stand under these sym- 
bols as a tribute to that which Thou hast 
brought forth under these great and glorious 
banners; we bow our heads in recognition of 
all they stand for in our Christian activity, our 


hopes for the morrow as children of Thine both 


as a Church and as a nation. 
Pastor: Glory be to the Father, and to the — 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 
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beginning, so let Thy divine guardianship con- 
tinue Over us. 

People: From now into the days Thou hast 
set before us. Amen. 


Christianity Begins At Home 

Booklets containing excellent, practical, and 
inspiring suggestions, by Murtel Streibert 
Curtis, Professor of Biblical Literature, Welles- 
ley College, on the general subject, ‘Christian- 
ity Begins at Home,” arranged for— 

Church Leaders Parents 

For Family Use Youth Fellowships 
published by The Commission on Mariage 
and The Home, Federal Council of Churches, 
297 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 10, N. Y., will be 
of help to every pastor, daily throughout the 
year. There is no price indicated on the book- 
lets and “Family Declaration” forms sent to 
The Expositor, hence we suggest you write to 
the Commission, inclosing a stamped, legibly 
addressed envelope. 

These helps will serve throughout the year, 
hence should be studied carefully. Family 
Week, observed by churches in many communi- 
ties, does call attention to the need for re- 
integrating the family as a co-operating, work- 
ing unit, emphasizing responsibility to God, 
the Church, the community and nation, and to 
ITSELF. However, Family Week is Every 
Week throughout the year, Every Year of grace 
extended to us. Observing one week is like 
ringing the church bell, announcing a worship 
service, 

‘Let us (Pastors) enlist the working-coopera- 
tion of parents and children in this most urgent 
and needful phase of religious training by hav- 
ing them sign the Family Declaration, and then 
follow this up with a formal consecration 
service, in which parents and children make 
their covenant with God and each other, before 
the congregation, and girded by the love and 
prayers of the full membership. 


Books Suggested for the Use of 
Your Young People’s Group 

“Everyday Religion,” by Joseph Fort New- 
ton, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 240-p, pockette size, 
$1.25. (Gems of faith and love for daily liv- 
ing. 

“Speak for Yourself,” Jessica Somers Driver, 
Harper, 206-p, $2.75. (Essentials of Reading 

Aloud and Speaking.) 
“Take a Second Look at Yourself,” John 
Homer Miller, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 187-p, 
$2.00. (How you can become the finer person 
you really want to be.) 

“On Being Your Best,” G. Curtis Jones, 
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Macmillan, 129-p, $2.00. (Object, to help you 
live as in better moments you want to live.) 

For less than $10.00, you may secure books 
which will merit reading and will be read by 
the young people of your parish. If the mod- 
est sum is not available, suggest they raise the 
money, or donate it themselves. 


Great Moments in The Life of Christ 

Fourteen great moments of decision in the 
life of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospel of 
Mark, in which the author, Charles M. Lay- 
mon, Scarritt College, Nashville, points out the 
principles and the spirit, in terms of which 
great decisions were made, and which can con- 
tribute to us in the present day as we are called 
upon hour-by-hour to make decisions in our 
own lives, and reflected in the greater decisions 
of our times. 

The book, size 5 x 714, 48 pages, paper 
cover in two color, planned as a series of devo- 
tional studies in the life of Jesus, may be or- 
dered from 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Avenue 
Nashville 4, Tennessee 
at 15c a copy, or 8 copies for $1.00. For devo- 
tional services, for personal study, for the occa- 
sional use of lay-leaders, for Missionary 
groups, young people who seek truly spiritual 
and inspirational study material, and for the 


pastor’s personal needs. Bishop Paul B. Kern . 


says, “It is the kind of book over which one 
may linger with loving attention and deepen- 
ing spiritual uplift.” 


“Invest Your Summer” 
Copies of the 1950 “Invest Your Summer” 


are available now at 10 cents a copy. This ~ 


leaflet lists hundreds of action projects. It may 
be obtained from the United Christian Youth 
Movement, 206 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 4, 
Illinois. Se 


Wellesley Summer Institute 
“Mid-Century: Plans and Perils’ 
nounced as the theme for the summer institute 


is an- 


for social progress, Wellesley College, Welles- — 


ley, Mass., July 1-15, 1950, open to men and 
women of all vocations, races and religions. 
Speakers voicing contrasting views on im- 
portant community, national and international 
issues; small discussion groups will be feat- 


ured, and an expert faculty, headed by Alan — 
Burr Overstreet, visiting lecturer at Harvard, — 


will insure record registration. A program may 


be had from Dorothy P. Hill, director, 14 West 


Elm Ave., Wollaston 70, Mass. 
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ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, MONROEVILLE, INDIANA 


LET OUR EXPERIENCE 
HELP YOU ACHIEVE BEAUTY 


Among America’s most distinguished 
churches, many have achieved the 
beauty and dignity so helpful in pro- 
viding a fitting background for wor- 
ship—with the help of American 
Seating Company. Integrity of 
craftsmanship, thorough familiarity 
with ecclesiastical tradition, and 
years of experience are all contribut- 
ing factors, available to you. 


Whether you are building, remod- 
eling, or reseating, the services of 
our Church Furniture Designers are 
freely offered. Bodiform pews, chan- 
cel furniture, pulpit and communion 
sets, and Sunday School equipment 
by American Seating represent the 
true economy of long service. Ask us 
about folding chairs, too. Tell us 
about your requirements. 


WORLD’S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 


4 GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN © BRANCH OFFICES AND DISTRIBUTORS IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 


MANUFACTURERS OF CHURCH, SCHOOL, AUDITORIUM, THEATRE, TRANSPORTATION, STADIUM SEATING, AND FOLDING CHAIRS 
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Text: Jeremiah 39:18—"Thy life shall be for 


a prey unto thee.” 


HERE are many ways of looking at life 

and many lessons to learn from it. Life 

has many aspects and many appeals, 
many problems and privileges, many products 
and many possibilities. 

Life is a precious possession, and our great- 
est problem is to know how to make the most 
of it. It is not inheritance to be squandered, 
but a legacy to be saved,—saved by use, not 
abuse. 

Life has. a peculiar purpose. It is not to 
gratify and satisfy self, but to fit self for 
service. 

“Life is not an idle ore, 

But iron dug from central gloom, 
And heated hot with burning fears, 
And dipped in baths of hissing tears, 


And battered with the shock of doom 
To shape and use’. Tennyson. 


Life is a personal problem. Happy is he 
who can solve it successfully. There are mys- 
teries about it we cannot explain or understand, 
but its meaning and mission and ministry we 
can correctly estimate and value. 

“The mission of life is in giving, 

To sacrifice, suffer and serve, 


Love’s law binds the man to the angel 
And ruin befalls if we swerve; 


To illumine the scroll of creation, 

One quick sudden vision sufficed; 

Every riddle of life worth the reading, 

Has found its interpreter—Christ.”’ 

He shows us its meaning and mission. He 
teaches us how to. live. He interprets to us 
life’s highest ideals. His life is our best 
example; His character our most challenging 
copy. 

ie 

The challenge of life, as we see it in Christ 

is, to Find Ourselves. Oh yes, we know where 


Congregational Church 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
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THE PULPIT 


a 


THE CHALLENGE 
OF LIFE TO YOUTH 


QO; T. PEETCHER 


we are, but do we know who we are and what 
we may become? You know your name, but do 
you know your nature? Do you know your own 
mind, its peculiarities, its powers, its possi- 
bilities? Do you know your own heart, its 
hopes, its desires, its affections, your duty, your 
destiny? Have you tested your courage? Have 
you tried your patience? Have you proved your 
will? Have you measured your faith? Until 
you have, have you fully found yourself? This 
is what life is for: to find ourselves. Browning 
says, 

“T count life just a stuff 

To try the soul’s strength on.” 


Life offers us the golden opportunity and 
the gracious obligation to find ourselves. That 
is the answer and the explanation of our 
temptations, our trials and tasks. Life is a 
school wherein we are set to learn lessons that 
will profit us most. 

You would never know yourself if you were | 
never tempted, never tried, never given tasks 
to do. Tests at the end of the term show not 
only what you have learned, but also much that 
you have not yet learned. Trials try your faith 
and patience. The proof of your courage is not 
in the calm, but in the storm, not in security, 
but in the conflict. The evidence of your loy- 
alty is not in the absence of obligation but in 
the presence of it. We find ourselves in our 
tasks. Work brings out ability. We never 
know what we can do till we try. The profit of © 
labor is not all in the product. It blesses the 
doer. It develops, and disciplines, and digni-- 
fies. So life is 


“Machinery just meant 

To give the soul its bent, 
Try thee and turn thee forth 
Sufficiently impressed.” 

The Prodigal Son went into.the far country _ 
and wasted his substance and stained his soul _ 
in riotous living before “he came to himself’, 
but we can find ourselves in safer and saner 
ways by trying out our soul’s strength on the 


4 


* 


things worth while. God has fashioned us for 
triumphs and fitted us for the best things. The 
Bible is a mirror that reflects our likeness, show- 
ing us what we are and what we may become. 
Worship also helps in self-discovery. Isaiah 
did not realize his need until that day, in the 
temple, he saw the Lord and heard the call for 
service. Then he felt the unfitness of his lips 
to proclaim the message and received the purg- 
ing with the ‘‘coal from off the altar.” Christian 
work brings out the best there is in us. It re- 
veals to us our resources. Who would know 
charity, humility, reverence, integrity, sym- 
pathy, trust, without engaging in that service 
that demands these for its successful doing? 
All of the experiences of life are attempts on 
the part of life to help us find ourselves. 
Church and school and home and society are 
constantly calling us to find our better selves. 
They challenge us to find in ourselves that ideal 
self that is yet to be. 


II. 


Life also challenges us to FOSTER AND 
FORTIFY OUR FACULTIES. As Paul wrote 
to Timothy, ‘Neglect not the gift that is in 
thee”. Most of us are eager for education, but 
too many of us are seemingly satisfied with a 
shallow form of it. How few of us fully de- 
velop all our faculties. We train our minds 
and neglect our hands. Too many learn to 
talk without learning to think. Specialization 
has its disadvantages as well as its advantages. 
It often develops one faculty at the expense of 
another. It cultivates one talent and lets the 
others atrophy. We are too much like farmers 
who till well one field and let the others lie 
fallow. It is like running on one cylinder when 
we ought to be hitting on all eight. life is not 
for narrowing and reducing abilities and capa- 
bilities, but for enlarging, expanding, increas- 
ing them. We get more out of life as we have 
more facilities for appreciating and appropriat- 
ing it. Every sense is for some service. We 
can ill afford to lose any one of them. They 
all need fostering and fortifying that they may 
bear much fruit. Our lives are too full of 
barren spaces because of uncultivated qualities. 
We are sometimes strong in faith and weak in 
charity, or we have conscience and not common 
sense. God has put us in a world best suited 
to draw out and develop all our faculties. There 
is no excuse for one-sided folks: the erratic, 
the eccentric, the fanatic. If we would use life 
as we find it, there would be opportunity and 
occasion for the fullest fruitage from all our 
faculties. Because you are mechanical is no 
reason for you not to be musical. You can be 
practical and at the same time poetical; reason- 
able and also religious; humorous and serious, 
yumble and self-respecting. 


Ill. 


Again life challenges us to Fight Our Foes. 
Some one has pointed out that the instinct of 
pugnacity is one of our primary instincts and 
says that it needs encouragement. Too often 
we let it run wild. It needs control, discipline 
and direction. We do not need wars between 
taces and nations in order to foster and fortify 
the fighting instinct. There are other foes chal- 
lenging us to combat. Paul said that he had 
“fought the good fight’. It was not with the 
sword of the soldier, but with ‘the sword of 
the Spirit.’” We fight, he says,’ not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities and 
powers’. Our worst enemies are the evils in 
this world. “A man’t foes are they of his own 
household”. We will have all the fighting we 
need if we attack ‘‘the hosts of Midian as they 
work within’. 

“He best deserves the knightly crest 
Who slays the evils that infest 
His soul within.” 

Then there are public wrongs to be righted; 
evil in public places to be overcome; and vice, 
ignorance, immorality, injustice to be over- 
thrown. How can you see these things and not 
feel the challenge to fight them? Life is a 
battle. Too many regard it as a kind of picnic. 
It is a fight not a frolic. He has not seen life 
yet who has not sensed this eternal conflict of 
right against wrong, virtue against vice, truth 
against error, good against evil, love against 
hate. 
Some are losing the fighting instinct... They 
_want things easy and soft, pleasant and_pain- 

less. They shift responsibilities, avoid obliga- 

tions, desert duties, shun sacrifice. They seek:to 
take the easy way, the line of least ‘resistance. 

They compromise with wrong and excuse evil. 

But life is a call and a challenge to face and 

fight our foes, to do the hard things, the dif- 

ficult and dangerous, the strenuous and the 
severe. 

“Put on the whole armour of God’, “War a 
good warfare’, “Endure hardness as a good 
soldier”. 


IV.- 


Another challenge of life is To Follow 
Christ. Do you ask why we should follow 
Him? He is the world’s perfect person,— 
God’s ideal man. He possessed the character 


of God, and the character God would have | 


formed in each of us. He is the world’s greatest 
human and He was most human when He was 
most divine. Jesus is real and ideal. To follow 
Him in the development of character, in deny- 


ing self, in doing good, in dying for others, ts 


the highest goal and glory of life. 
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In His life we see life at its best. No one 
has really known life who has not seen it and 
sensed it, as Jesus lived it. He revealed the 
best life in all its beauty and blessing. To fol- 
low Him is to live the life beautiful. To 
realize that life is to feel the charm and chal- 
lenge of the life we ought to live,—and can. 
You will never know the full joy of life until 
you enter into full fellowship with Christ. If 
there is any fullness of joy here or hereafter 
it will be as we share in His Spirit and service 
in saving the world. As you fellowship with 
Him you will experience the flowing of the 
energy of His Spirit into your life and a 
new sense of strength filling you and fitting 
you for any task He may assign you. You will 
know peace and power as you engage with 
Him in service for others, as you employ your 
talents in the cause to which He gave his all. 
“Take my yoke and ye shall find rest’’ is a 


challenge and command to us today. 


V 


Life challenges us to Finish The Course. Life 
is a race; run it to the finish. Graduation is 
not completion but commencement. Education 
does not end with school life. Be students to 
the end of the course. You have been learning 
how to study. You will doubtless learn more 
in life’s school than in school life.” Fill up the 
hours with what will last. Buy up the moments 
as they go.” 

Finally, Keep The Faith. You will meet 
many things that will try your faith. There 
ate bandits along the way who will attempt to 
rob you of your faith. There will be times 
when other things will seem to take the place 
of it. But keep the faith. No one can win in 
the battle of life without it. No one can win 
in the race of life without it. Keep it:—the 
faith of your fathers and mothers, the faith 
of your childhood and youth, the faith of the 
church and the faith of Christ. Science and 
knowledge cannot substitute for it. They are its 
servants. Faith is founded upon facts and the 
more facts the surer foundation. Facts are the 
friends of faith. They cannot cancel it; they 
only challenge it. Keep the faith and it will 
keep you true to the end. I like these lines 
from Clarence Urmy: 


“As forth I fare sin conquering 


STOP WORRYING 
START LIVING 


AARON N. MECKEL 


Text: Luke 12:32. 


N HIS book entitled “Stop Worrying And 
Start Living’, Dale Carnegie, makes his 
dedication to a man whom, he says, has no 

need of reading the book because he doesn’t 
worry—Lowell Thomas. I happen to know that 
Lowell Thomas has on the wall of his home 
the words, “This is the day that the Lord hath 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
Wouldn’t it be nice if I could dedicate this 
sermon to you on that same basis—that you 
don’t need it! But the majority of us know 
better than that. 

Out of a context dealing with the fears, and 
the cares, and the worries of the world, Jesus 
speaks words that need to sink dee into 
our minds. He is saying to His disciples, 
“Don’t be worried about tomorow. Look at the 
birds, and look at these flowers! How beauti- 
fully they live without care; God provides for 
them. You are more important than that flower 
and that bird.” Then He speaks these words 
of our text this morning: “Fear not, little 
flock, fear not. It is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the Kingdom. You don’t have to 
be worried about that; you don’t have to strain 
about it. If you are faithful, God will give you 
the Kingdom.” That is the emphasis. That | 
can take the strain and the worry out of life. 

Notice what Jesus is saying. He is saying 
that, not only to those disciples, but to you and 
to me. ‘Fear not little flock of mine. You 
may be small in number, and sometimes you 
may think you are fighting a loosing battle. 
And sometimes the world will get you down, 
and you may be afraid of the machinations of 
Caesar and Rome. But little flock, keep on 
witnessing and working and praying in your 
Master’s name. It is through people like you 
that God is going to let loose the Glory and — 
the Power of His great Kingdom in the world.”~ 


It were as though the Master were saying to 


When I have found it; 

Let me not want for stone or sling 
Till I have downed it; ‘ 

Nor let my ears with plaudits rin 
Till I have bound it. 

Teach me to go straight through a thing 
And not around it; 

Close to my lips life’s bugle bring 

Ber And let me sound it, 

eek And lay my life down for my King 

< When love has crowned it.” 


everyone of us here this morning, in the title 
words of Dale Carnegie’s book, ‘Stop worying; - 
start living!” 3 

How foolish this worry business. Psycholog-— 
ically, worry is waste. It is mental mismanage- — 
ment. Psychologically even, worry is shabby 
mental housekeeping. It is living on the nega-_ 
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tive side of life’s ledger. Worry is forming 
false mental habits, which get us eventually. 
Right now, in this church, you are forming last- 
ing habits, of thought, and it all depends upon 
_what kind of a habit you are forming, as to 
_ whether or not God can use you. 

Henry Ward Beecher once said, “It isn’t 
_work that kills men; it’s worry. Work is 
_ healthy. No man can do too much work. Worry 
is rust on the blade.” Rust on the blade! And 
how futile. They asked an elderly man who 
had made quite a success of life, what greatest 
lesson he had learned. He was over seventy- 
five years of age and he said this: ‘The one 
thing that stands out in my mind as I look 
back, is what a fool I was to worry.” He said, 
“Think of the bridges I crossed before I ever 
got to them. Think of all the dreadful situa- 
tions I anticipated and which never happened.” 
Then he thought a minute and chuckled in the 
words of Shakespeare: ‘‘What fools these mor- 
tals be!” Some of you can say that this morn- 
ing, especially you older folk. But worry is not 
only poor psychology; the false use of the 
mind, the false expenditure of thought and 
time and energy which you need constructively. 

But worry is poor religion. Worry is athe- 
ism. It is unbelief. The man who worries, 
takes his life into his own hands. The man 
who worries, closes the sluice gates of his soul 
instead of opening them up into the boundless 
infinity of the life of God. The man who 
worries is leaning his life with all of his needs 
against false props, rather than upon the mighty 
arm of God. Marcus Aurelius was a pagan 


stoic, but he spoke the truth when he said, “A— 


man must be arched and buttressed from 
within, else the temple falls.” Jesus said, “Let 
not your heart be troubled. You believe in 
' God, believe also in Me.” 

If you are inclined to be the worrying kind, 
I suggest to you first of all, as we attempt to 
build a strategy of confidence, that you make 
this service of worship a time to get a new 
grip on God. If there is any one thing people 
need more than any other, it is that! Men need 
a new vision of God. God in His Glory, God 
in His Power, God in His Majesty, so that 
like the colored janitor, you and I also can 
pray, “O Lord, there isn’t a thing can come 
my way but what you and I can’t see it through 
together.” 

Now the cause for our worry, whether real 
or imaginary, is readily understandable. The 
_ psychologists say the important factor is the 
t es of attention. They say: “What gets 
- your attention gets you,” is it any wonder 
- people are troubled today? We are endlessly 
_ bombarded by the stimuli of alarm; endlessly 


bombarded by the newspaper and the radio, 
and now by the television, concerning all that 
is wrong in the world. The possibility of war; 
the atomic bomb scare; the communist scare, 
name calling in the Senate, and a hundred 
other things you can think of, so that our minds 
become fixated at the point of our problems 
and the problems of our world. What we need 
is a Christian fixation! The psalmist told us 
when he said, '‘O God, my heart is fixed, my 
trust is in Thee.” Take your mind and fix it 
on God, His Glory and His Power and you 
will have a sense of new spiritual awareness. 
Then you will go out to the tasks of life, to 
say, I can conquer through Christ.” 

Archibald Rutledge, in his book, ‘Peace of 
Heart,” tells of his experience with the little 
mountain boy named Ben Lance. He met him 
one morning on a hilltop in a pasture. He had 
brought his cattle out, and they were facing 
toward Mt. Mitchell in the distance. And 
Archibald Rutledge says that the little boy told 
him something that day which he could never 
forget and when life with its problems and the 
world with its scare-mongering, come, he re- 
members the words of Ben Lance: ‘Sometimes 
I’m late for the sunrise, but the sun’s never 
late. I guess God manages that.’ Rutledge said: 
“T turned to this little ten-year old, and said, 
‘Ben, what do you know about God? His reply 
was, ‘I like to be here at sunrise because it 
makes me know how great God is, and then I 
ain't scared of nothin’ else ever anymore.’ ” 
Get the vision of God in your souls. Get a new 
gtip through prayer and faith. 


II 


The second bit of counsel in our strategy 
is this: While you are in the midst of getting 
a fresh vision of God, take this world with 
all its problems and give it back into the hands 
of God where it belongs. Does that sound 
like escapism? I say, that is the veriest com- 
mon sense and that little boy on the mountain- 
side had it. Don’t try to play Atlas. Be content 
to be a Christian believer. Know that God 
still reigns in His universe. Open your neg- 
lected Bible and read the truth about the 
world. Read then: “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof; the world and they 
that dwell therein.” Read on. ‘Behold! He 
taketh up the isles as a very little thing.” Read 
on. In the Book of Revelation, with the 
tumbling of human systems, it is written: ‘The 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” Read on. In 
the First Book of Samuel, ‘Behold! the pillars 
of the earth are mine and I do set my world 
upon them.” Don’t try to play Atlas! The late 
Archbishop of Canterbu 
we need more than anything else is to see our- 
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used to say that what 


selves again as God's children. There is a 
Divine providence ruling over the destinies of 
this world. Let it, let it.” 

Someone came to Henry Ford when he was 
an elderly man and asked him if he ever wor- 
ried. He said, “I don’t need to. God’s in 
charge of this world; why should I worry?” 


Il 


In the third place while you are getting a 
fresh vision of God into your souls through 
faith and prayer, and taking that world with 
its problems and giving it over into the hands 
of God again, throw your lot in with Christ 
and His Kingdom, and at the point where you 
are surrendered to Him, so that your whole 
being, mind, body and spirit becomes a channel 
through which God can reveal His kingdom, 
fear goes, worry goes, anxiety goes. Shake them 
off! Lend a hand! That’s the message for His 
Kingdom on earth! The Kingdom cannot come 
through them. God must have lives that are 
open to Him. He uses such, 


“For not with swords loud clashing, 
Nor roar of stiring drums, 
But deeds of love and mercy 
The heavenly Kingdom comes.” 
Throw in your lot with Christ and His King- 
dom. 

That's a wonderful testimony J. C. Penny 
makes about his own life. He says: “There 
came a time in my life when I thought I was 
done for. I was all ready to give up. My life 
was cluttered with fears and cares; I couldn’t 


sleep nights. Finally I went to a sanitorium. 
The doctor examined me, put me to bed and 
said I might never be well again. One night 
I actually wrote a letter to my wife and my 
children, fearing I should never see morning.” 
But somebody said, remember, “If hopes are 
dupes, fears may be liars.’” Strangely enough, 
he survived, and that next morning as he made 
his way down the steps he heard the people 
singing a hymn he used to hear his mother 
sing, in the sanitarium chapel. 

“Through every day or all the way, 

God will take care of you.” 

He said, I ‘‘went to the chapel and I sat 
down. My poor heart opened up to what I was 
hearing. The preacher was preaching to me. 
The hymn was sung to me! ‘No matter what 
may be the test, God will take care of you.” 
Lean, weary one upon His breast, God will 
take care of you.” A miracle happened. As he 
knelt and gave his life anew to God, all the 
fears and the worries and the cares were swept 
out of his soul, and there flooded in the 
radiance and the power of God. “I’m over 
seventy years old today,” said J. C. Penny. 
“Those twenty minutes spent in that chapel 
were the greatest moments in my life.” 

Write that assurance over your life, will you? 
Write over your life. Come what may, 
“Through every day. . .! oer all the way, God 
will take care of me.’’ And Jesus’ words, ‘Fear 
not little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the Kingdom.” 

“Trust God, see all, nor be afraid!” 
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A YOUNG WOMAN AND 
HER BOY FRIEND 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Song of Solomon 2:16: “My beloved is mine 
and I am his.” 


YVHAT has been said in every language 
spoken by man since God confused the 
speech of man at Babel. It has been 

spoken in the day of pe and prosperity, of 
success and victory, but also in the day of 
trouble and tribulation, and at the midnight 
hour of the soul’s anguish. But here in this 


brief Book of the Old Testament, the Song of 


Songs, we have the greatest, most beautiful, 
and most memorable telling of that old, old 
story. 


First Presbyterian Cureh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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This Book has been called The Song of 
Songs, for it is the greatest lyric of love ever 


written. Some have asked how it is that this — 
book which, on the surface, at least, deals only | 
with human love, could have found a place - 


in the sacred canon. But the Bible is a com- 


plete Book. It strikes the supreme note in 


every relationship, every desire of life. It 


we 
“ 


would not have been the complete Book if | 


there had been lacking the story of pure and — 


beautiful love between man and woman. As 


such it is the Song of all Songs. All the other 


bards who sing of love throw down their harps 
while the beautiful shepherd girl of this boek 
sings of her love’ for her shepherd lover. 


The Expo: 


Shee 


This is the simple, yet profound, the old, 
dut ever new, story, of the Song of Songs. It 
S springtime in Palestine. All the flowers 
appear on the earth. The fig tree is putting 
forth her green figs, and the vines smell sweet- 
ly with the tender grapes. The pomegranates 
are in bloom, and the air is fragrant with 
calamus and cinnamon, with camphor, spike- 
nard and saffron. 

In the Village of Shunem there is a family 
made up of a mother, two brothers and the 
daughter. This girl is beautiful of face and 
form, bright of mind, noble in spirit, and is 
blessed with a beautiful voice. Like Cordelia 
in King Lear, 

“Her voice was ever soft, 
Gentle and low; 
An excellent thing in woman.” 

It was not strange that such a beautiful and 
attractive girl should have had a shepherd for 
her lover. He, too, has all the charms of youth. 
He is strong, graceful, courageous, and hand- 
some in his features. Their acquaintance has 
ripened into affection, and they have become 
betrothed one to another. The happy days pass 
in swift succession as the shepherdess follows 
him as he feeds his flocks on the hills or brings 
them to the fold at night. But one day, afar 
off in the distance, they see coming up from 
the south a notable procession—camels and 
horsemen, and chariots, and a great retinue of 
servants and scores of armed men, the Syrian 
sun reflected from their shining shields, and 
every man with his sword on his thigh. In the 
midst of this procession, in a chariot of gold, 
tides the gorgeous King of Israel, Solomon, 
coming up from Jerusalem to stay for a while 
in the country at his villa among the vineyards. 
_ The next day, as he walks among the vine- 
yards, Solomon catches a glimpse of the beau- 
tiful shepherdess as she dresses the vines on 
one of the hillsides. He asks who she is and 
when told that she is a humble Shulammite, 
unmarried, and that her people have a little 
vineyard on the hillside, he gives instruction 
for his nobelmen to bring her to the royal 
pavillion where she it put in charge of the 
court women. 

Now the drama of the Song of Solomon gets 
under way. It is the story of the shepherdess’ 
faithful love for her shepherd lover, resisting 
the splendor and wealth and-blandishments of 


7 


‘the most glorious king of all the earth. She 


pines for her rustic lover, whose love, she says, - 


is better to her than wine, and whose very 
‘name is like ointment poured forth. 

Although a captive in the pavilion of the 
great king, she is steadfast in her love for the 
shepherd. She imagines him to say to her, As 
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the lily among thorns so is my love among 
the daughters.” And she answers, “As the 
apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is 
my beloved among the sons. I sat down under 
his shadow with great delight, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste.” 

The maiden beseeches the great ladies of 
Solomon's court not to try to divert her affec- 
tion from the shepherd to the king, or anyone 
else. In her pathetic ecstasy she imagines she 
hears the voice of her shepherd coming to the 
lattice of her window and saying, ‘‘Rise up, my 
love, my fair one, and come away.’ And as he 
speaks with her he describes the beauty of the 
spring. The springtime has called forth thous- 
ands upon thousands of tributes in verse, in 
prose, and in painting, in music, and in words. 
But here, in what the shepherd says to his 
sweetheart, is the most famous and the most 
beautiful of all the spring songs. “For lo, the 
winter is past; the rain is over and gone, the 
flowers appear on the earth; the time of the 
singing of birds is come, and voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land. The fig tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the 
tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my 
love, my fair one, and come away.” 

In her very dreams she seeks after her lost 
shepherd and asks everyone whom she sees, 
“Saw ye him whom my soul loveth?” And 
again she imagines that she has found him, 
and now will not let him go. 


The scene shifts from Solomon’s summer 


home to Jerusalem, and the shepherdess is 
taken with the court ladies to the palace of the 


~ king. There, instead of yielding to the affection 


of Solomon, she longs for the shepherd of the 
hills and seems to hear his voice urging her to 
escape, so that they can get them to the moun- 
tain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense, 
out into the wilds, near the den of the lions 
and the mountains of the leopards. In her 


dreams she imagines that her shepherd has 


come to visit her, but when she awakes he is 
gone. She sought him, but could not find him, 
and called him, but he gave no answer. When 
the sympathetic ladies of the court asked her 
why she can be so infatuated with the shepherd, 
she sings of his charm and beauty, and again 
bids them not to attempt to persuade her to 
love another. She can see him feeding his flocks 
among the lilies, and cries out in resolution, “I 
am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.” 
The king, master of words, tries the power 
of flattery and compliment upon her, and de- 


scribes in kingly language her beauty. She is _ 


like one that looketh forth as the morning, 
fair as the moon and clear as the sun. But all 


his compliments are in vain. She loves another 
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and calls for him to come and rescue her from 
the court, for she is her beloved’s and his desire 
is unto her. 

Then comes the triumph of virtue. The 
maiden is released from Solomon and goes to 
meet her shepherd lover, to whom she says, 
“Set me as a seal upon thine heart, for love is 
strong as death. Many waters cannot quench 
love, neither can the floods drown it. If a 
man would give all the substances of his house 
for love, it would be utterly contemned.” 

Such, in brief, is the story of the most beau- 
tiful of all love poems. Never was the grace 
of noble manhood, or the charm of beautiful 
womanhood set forth in such vivid and incom- 
parable language. There is, indeed, a frank- 
ness of the orient in describing bodily charms; 
yet there is not a line in this poem that is in 
the least suggestive or salacious. In that respect, 
it contrasts strangely with the best selling books 
of fiction in our day, which deal with this 
eternal theme. 

What we have here, first of all, is the young 
woman choosing her shepherd boy friend in 
preference to the royal lover. She prefers to 
be the wife in the simple home of her shepherd 
lover than to be one of the hundreds of Solo- 
mon’s wives. To be exact, number 701. In this 
respect the shepherd beauty is a guide to young 
women of evety age. The man of good health, 
of good character, of the same station, and 
well beloved, is always to be preferred to one 
of a different station, large means, and perhaps 
inferior character. The records of the divorce 
courts show that a large percentage of mar- 
riages where the partners belong to different 
stations of life, where a chorus girl marries a 
banker, a chauffeur marries a society woman, 
suffer shipwreck. 

The Song of Songs records the triumph of 
virtue over temptation. The great king was 
fascinated, as other kings have been, and will 
be, with the beauty of the simple shepherdess 
of the hills. Yet she retains her honor and her 
virtue against all the blandishments of the royal 
suitor and is true to her shepherd sweetheart. 

That triumph of virtue always stirs the 
heart, whether it be in man or woman, but 
especially in woman. Poets, bards, have sung 
of it, and moralists and preachers have extoled 
it. In the Bible the Queen of Persia, Vashti, 
shines like a star because she refused to degrade 
herself and expose herself at the request of 
_ the drunken Ahasuerus. She refused to go in. 

She said, No! This gentle shepherdess was 
_ armed with a mighty weapon, a woman's 


“No”. I would commend that to all young 


women as the most valuable piece of armour 
that they can wear. There is nothing to be 
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the Redeemer. The love of the bride for the — 


compared with one clear, strong, good, ready to 
hand, ringing, decisive, final, courageous, un- 
mistakable, uncompromising, invincible, temp- 
tation repelling, ‘No’! It saves the souls of 
those who speak it on earth and it has a sweet 
echo in heaven. 

This is the story of a young woman attached 
to a young man who was worthy of her affec- 
tion. But affection must be regulated, and it 
must be related to moral character. Recently a 
distressed and broken hearted mother came to 
see me about a daughter who had fallen in 
with, and become infatuated with, a young man 
who was tude, crude, profane, unable to sup- 
port her, and of another religious faith. There 
was absolutely nothing in the relationship that 
promised well for the future. But up to that 
time all her mother’s entreaties, the counsel of 
friends, all had been in vain. The girl was 
swept away in a delirium and intoxication of 
sense. In that frame of mind all arguments and 
appeals were useless. One might as well at- 
tempt to stop the tide when it comes in from 
the sea. And how many infatuations there are 
like that! Then comes the awakening, the dis- 
illusionment, the sadness and the shipwreck. 
The thing to do before permitting the heart to 
embark on such a sea is to be sure about the 
person and the character of the one around 
whom affection has centered. 

Unlike many of the great love songs of folk- 
lore and of literature, the Song of Songs is not 
the song of the young man, but the song of the 
young woman. That again is true to life, for 
woman’s love has deeper deeps in it than 
man’s. Nevertheless, there is truth here in this _ 
Song of Songs for the young man also. If such — 
affection can be lavished upon a young man, 
then the young man ought to be worthy of it. 

It ought to inspire him to live in his inner life 
in a manner worthy of such love and confidence 
as the beautiful Shulammite shepherdess re- 
posed in her shepherd lover. To betray that is 
the cruelest of tragedies; to waken that and be _ 
unworthy of it, is the saddest of tragedies. So 
let pure love awaken the young man to the © 
noblest things in life. 4 

Where is it that we hear most frequently the 
accents of this great Song of Songs? Where 
but at the Lord’s Table? From the earliest age 
Christian faith has seen in this beautiful lyric - 
a picture, an allergory, of the love between 
Christ and His Church, between the soul and 


Bridegroom, and the Bridegroom for the Bride, 
is frequently employed in the Scriptures to ex- _ 
press the relationship between God and the — 
soul, between Christ and the Believer. So it is _ 
that at the most sacred of all Christian feasts 4 


wwe hear the words of this Song quoted, the 
Woice of the Church, the voice of the Soul 
speaking to her Lord: “I am the Rose of 
Sharon and the Lily of the Valley,” “Draw 
me, and I will run after thee,” “Eat, O friends, 
Hrink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved.” 

Yes, that is the highest love of all, the love 
pf Christ for your soul, the answering love of 
your soul for Christ. And that is the love that 
is possible for all. It is the love that consecrates 
all other love and all other affection. Then, in- 
Heed, eternal springtime has come for the soul, 
when repenting of its sin, it turns to its Re- 
Heemer. Then, indeed, the winter of sin and 
Hiscontent is past; the rain or sorow is over and 
gone; the flowers appear on the earth, and the 
time of the singing of birds, the joy that will 
mever perish, has come. Then, indeed, in faith 
and trust, the soul can say to her Lord, “I am 
my beloved’s and He is mine.” Can you say 
that? Have you met Thy Beloved? 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


Writing on Carbon Paper 


The other day I went into a store and made 
a small purchase. When I told the clerk what 
1 wanted, she got it off the shelves and then 
got out her order-book, in order to make out 
what she called the sales slip. 

She turned the first page of the order-blank 

back, inserted a new piece of carbon paper be- 
tween the first and the second sheets, and then 
with her pencil wrote on the top sheet my 
name, my address, the date, and of course the 
thing which I had just ordered. 
_ Then she tore off one slip and gave it to 
me, but she kept the second for the store, for, 
because that little piece of carbon paper had 
been there, exactly the same thing appeared on 
the second sheet as was on the first. 

You may not have thought of it, but there 
is a sort of carbon sheet of paper between your 
life and the life of everyone with whom you 
work or play. What you do makes a mark, not 
only on your life record but on _ theirs 
too. If you play around in a new cowboy’s 
suit, it isn’t long until the other fellows have 
cowboy-suits, too, is it? If you buy a certain 
kind of play shoes to romp around in, pretty 
soon many of your friends wear the same kind. 
It doesn’t make any difference at all whether 
the things you do are right or wrong, pretty 
shortly after you have done them you will find 
your friends and playmates doing exactly the 
same things they saw you do. 

- You see, whether we know it or not, many 
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of our friends watch us to see just what we do, 
and more often than not they do just what 
they saw us all do. All people are pretty much 
copy-cats, even older people too. 

That is one of the many reasons why we 
should be careful not to do what is wrong, for 
if we do, remember we are writing over carbon 
paper and the same wrong we do we pass on 
to others and they do it too. We don’t want 
our friends to have their lives soiled by what 
we do, so as a fine life motto we should mem- 
orize and repeat to ourselves every day, I know 
of nothing better than the last verse of the 
19th Psalm. “Let the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 
Thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
Redeemer.” ——_——— 


A Foolish Tailor 


Something went wrong the other day. I 
guess they do that for everybody once in a 
while, but I was worried when I discovered 
that it had been a very foolish tailor who had 
made my suit of clothes, for he had put one 
too many buttons on one side of my vest and 
one too many button-holes on the other. At 
least that was the way it looked, for I discov- 
ered that on the top there was one too many 
buttonholes and at the bottom there was an 
extra button. I thought tailors should know 
better than that. Evidently my tailor couldn't 
count, 

, Then I discovered that instead of blaming 
the tailor, I should have blamed myself, for 


_when I had put on my vest in the morning and 


buttoned it up, I had put the first button in 
the second hole. That means that the second 
button went in the third hole, the third in the 
fourth hole, and so. Just because I had but- 
toned the first button wrongly, all the others 
were wrong too, and I was left with one button 
too many at the bottom and one button-hole too 
many at the top. 

Actually there were just as many button- 
holes as there were buttons and if I had done 
the first one right the rest would have all been 
right, too. 

Just so with our lives, whether we are boys 
and girls, or men and women, we are going to 
find out we can avoid a lot of trouble and 
unhappiness, if we get the first button into the 
proper button-hole in everything we do. If 
we don’t, it will mean that life is just an end- 
less series of mistakes, one being the direct 
cause of the others. 

If we take something that doesn’t belong to 
us, that is the same as getting the first button 
in the second button-hole. It is wrong, and 
what happens as a result? Why we might say 
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we didn’t take it, when someone asks us. That 
is putting the second button in the third button 
hole. Then we are miserable inside, for we 
know that we did wrong in taking what did 
not belong to us, and then saying that we did 
not. So that is the wrong button again going 
into the wrong hole. So it goes. Unless we 
do right to start with, we just can’t ever get 
life’s vest buttoned up properly. 

In everything you do and think and say, be 
sure you have the first button in the first but- 
ton-hole, and then you can confidently expect 
all the others to be in their proper places, 
through life. That is the only way you can 
look foreward to a happy day-after-day ex- 
perience. a 


Black and White Prayers 


Little Penny was a smiling, dark-skinned 
lassie. Her mother, ‘Mammy,’ looked after 
the home of some white folks and kept it in 
apple-pie order. 

Bobbie was the little eight-year-old son of 
the owners of the home where “Mammy” 
worked, and he and Penny used to play about 
the kitchen often, while ‘‘Mammy”’ was at work 
there. 

One day Penny said something about her 
good-night prayers and Bobbie, who also said 
his good-night prayers at his bedside, asked her 
if she thought God would listen to her prayers 
as he listened to the prayers of white children. 

Penny didn’t answer right away, for she was 
deep in thought. But when she did answer she 
said something that must have given master 
Bobbie something to think about, as it should 
make us think, too. She said, “Master Bobbie, 
when I prays, I say it at God’s ears and not 
Elis eyes.” 

God’s ears can’t tell whether a prayer rises 
from the heart of a white person, a yellow per- 
son, a red person, or a black person. All they 
know and recognize is the voice of a true 
child of God, and that is not a matter of color. 

Some one once said that you can’t judge a 
book by its cover. Neither can you judge a 
person by his color, for the-color you see on 
the outside has nothing to do with the color 
in the heart, inside, and don’t ever forget that 
God is happier about a good colored child, 


every time, than He is or even can be, about a 


‘bad white child. 


We often judge a person by the color of 
his or her skin, the slant of his eyes, or the 
funny accent he uses when he speaks. But God 
sees none of these things, and wouldn’t be con- 
cerned if He did. All He is interested in is 
the cleanness of our hearts and our lives. Your 
hearts mean more than what you wear or the 
color of your skin. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Sounding Forth the True Note 


Romans 3:22. “The righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all that believe.” 


A large radio station, so the story runs, re- 
ceived a letter from a sheep herder living alone 
on a ranch in Montana, asking them some time 
to sound the note A on the piano. He said 
that he had but two amusements, the radio and 
his violin. With changes in atmosphere, how- 
ever, his violin got out of tune, and he had no 
standard note by which to tune it. 

The authorities agreed, and on a certain day 
a voice over the air told every one listening 
what was going to be done and called on the 
sheep herder to get out his fiddle, for they were 
going to sound the note A. And they sounded 
it three times with a short pause between. Some 
days later a letter from the herder told them 
that they had done it just right and expressed 
profound thanks from the lonely lover of 
music. j 
Our task as Christians is to sound forth the 
true note of the Gospel so that others may tune 
in and find God. Our standard note is ‘‘the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Ghristh ee. 


The Face of Jesus 


Luke 19:10. “For the Son of man is come to 
seek and to save that which was lost.’ 


An independent little fellow, age five, tired 
of mother’s restraining hand in a great depart- 
ment store, pulled loose to go his own way. 
Mother stepped out of sight to watch. For a 
few minutes the lad enjoyed his supposed free- 
dom, and then he turned to see only strange 
faces everywhere about him. The smile of <as- 
surance vanished, his lips puckered, and tears” 
were close. Then mother stepped out in view. 
Quickly the lad ran and put his hand in hers. . 

On the way home in the street car he looked 
into his mother’s face until she asked, “What is 
it, son ?”’ 

His reply was: ‘Mother, does any one in all 
the world have a face like yours?” 

Mother smiled and said, ‘No, son, I guess 
not. Why?” 

Joyfully, then, he said, ““Then I could never 
get lost, could 1?” ~ . } 

How much grief and disaster we would save 
ourselves and others as well, if we would only 
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realize that there is a certain way out of life’s 
problems, and that by keeping our eyes on 
Jesus, we can never get lost. 


‘The Site of the Temple 
Wf Peter 3:8. “Finally, ... love as brethren.” 

One of the most beautiful buildings in Asia 
today is the Mosque of Omar, built over the 
site of Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. From 
wwhat ever direction one looks toward the Holy 
(City, the great blue dome of the mosque is the 
dominating feature of the landscape. 

Now according to tradition, the temple site 
twas Once the threshing floor of two brothers. 
(One of the brothers was maried and had many 
children; the other had none. As he sat resting 
‘in the cool of the evening after a day’s labor 
on the threshing floor, the brother who lived 
alone said to himself: ‘My brother has many 
‘cares and many children. His necessity is 
greater than mine. I will take of my harvest 
and add to his store.’ So he carried sheaves 
from his storehouse to his brother's storehouse. 
.-But the same night the other brother said to 
himself: ‘My brother is solitary and alone. I 
will cheer him by adding to the sheaves of his 
storehouse.” So he took of his own harvest 
and carried the sheaves across to his brother’s 
threshing floor. In the morning both brothers 
were surprised to find their stack of sheaves 
undiminished. For several nights this went on, 
and the mystery grew apace; till one night the 
two brothers met one another in the moonlight, 
each with his arms full of sheaves, on his way 
to his brother’s storehouse. And there, on that 
spot, rose the Temple of God. 


Peace 


John 14:1-21. “That where I am, there ye may 
be also. And whither I go he know, and the 
way ye know.” 


O God, who through thy prophets of old 
hast foretold a day when the implements of 
war and destruction shall be made into the 
tools of peace, bring thou us into this day now; 
guide thou our halting and uncertain efforts 
into the paths of sympathy and understanding 
for those who sit beside us at the discussion 
tables, so that fears of motives may be dis- 
pelled through Thee and the Holy Spirit, giv- 
ing the peoples of the world the joy of help- 
fulness in giving and receiving, in place of 
hates, destruction, and plunder. Now, when 
the world of men is preparing for the coming 
of Jesus, the symbol of peace, open their 
hearts to the meaning of brotherhood and love. 
We ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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EDITION 


By NOLAN B. HARMON 


HERE ARE ANSWERS to troublesome ques- 
tions involving propriety and good taste in the 
ministry — answers based on denominational 
codes and the opinions of leading ministers. 
This completely revised and enlarged edition 
gives the latest practices of etiquette and 
ethics, up to the minute in both small details 
and important issues — an indispensable guide 
for the minister who would uphold the dignity 
of his profession, handle correctly the awkward 
situations which often confront him, and per- 
form his daily tasks smoothly and graciously. 
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Make Room for Grace 


Rom. 6:20b. “Where sin abounded, Grace did 
much more abound.” 

Victor. Hugo has a great story, aud in that 
story he describes as only Hugo can, a ship 
caught in a terrific storm at sea. Just when 
the storm is at its height and it is touch and 
go for the life of the vessel, suddenly from 
down in the hold they hear a great roar and 
rumbling sound and then a crash! Whenever 
the ship veers the other way again there 1s 
that rumbling sound and a crash. 

The men know what has happened. They 
have a cannon down in the hold and it has 
broken loose. Every time the ship changes the 
cannon goes across the deck and crashes into 
the side of the ship. One more time perhaps 
and it will go through the sides and they will 
all go down. Finally, two men take their lives 
in their hands and go down into the dark 
hold, knowing that any moment they may be 
crushed to death. But finally they save the 
ship by tying down the cannon and making 
it safe. 

Which is a parable! The storms of life are 
bad. It’s hard to sail through safely, but the 
dangerous thing is when something inside goes 
wrong, and until that’s tied down and held 
steady, we can never get through. But if some- 
thing can come into a man’s life and deal 
with that sin, then he can come through no 
matter how severe the storms are. And this is 
what Christianity’ says has happened. God 
Himself has done something about this thing. 


Thanked God He Had a Savior 


Eph, 2:8. ‘For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God.” 

There is a story, quite a classic in its own 
way, about a man in England named J. H. 
Shorthouse who, in his young days, was 
troubled about the divinity of Christ, the soter- 
tology of the church and Christian ethics, and 
in his trouble he went to that saintly Bishop 
of London, Bishop King. 

The Bishop did not argue with the young 
man, but instead asked him to do a rather 
strange thing. He gave him two pieces of 
Leb the one was plain white, the other 
lack-edged, and he told him to take the two 
sheets home and write down on the white 
sheet everything that was absolutely good he 
had ever done with no touch of evil, and to 


write on the other sheet everything he could 


remember in his life which had been bad, and 
wicked. The Bishop did not ask to see either 
sheet afterwards. 
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Shorthouse went away and a few days later 
he came back to the Bishop. The Bishop asked 
him what had happened. He said, “That black- 
edged sheet is filled on both sides, it was 
filled in five minutes, and I could have filled 
it scores of times over. On the white sheet I 
wrote down just one thing, the only good thing 
I have ever done in my life—the love for my 
mother—but on second thought I crossed even 
that out because too often it had been marred 
by selfishness.” 

The Bishop asked him what he had done 
then. He said: “Then I got down on my 
knees and thanked God I had a Saviour.” 


Forgiving and Forgiven 

Matt. 6:14 and 15. “For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father for- 
give your trespasses.” 

Dr. H. R. Mackintosh tells the story of a 
man who was on-his death bed, harassed by 
fear because he had harbored hatred against 
another. He sent for the individual with whom 
he had had a disagreement years before, and 
then made overtures of peace. The two of 
them shook hands in friendship. But as the 
visitor left the room, the sick man roused him- 
self to say, ‘Remember, if I get over this, the 
old quarrel stands.” 

This is precisely the way some people for- 
give! That is, it is the way they try to con- 
vince themselves they have forgiven. When 
General Oglethorpe said to John Wesley, “I 
never forgive,’ Wesley properly answered, 
“Then I hope; sir, you never sin.” 

Genuine forgiveness picks up personal in- 
juries and grievances and hurls them into the 
sea of the past, remembering them no more. 
The Master was angry with the unforgiving © 
servant and gave him to the tormentors till he 
should pay all that was due. “So likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trespasses.”’ 


The Pardon of God 


Isa. 55:7. “Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will bave 
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” 

A missionary in Argentina, Robert Elder, 
spoke one day with a young Italian concerning 
the forgiveness of sin. The two were sitting — 
near some wharves piled to an enormous height 
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A Young Man’s Fancy 


In the Spring a young man’s fancy, so it is said, turns to thoughts of love. If he be 
a minister and love be more than a pleasant emotion, he will think again about 
protection for those he loves and provision for their education. 
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with sacks of wheat on their way from Argen- 
tine fields to the European markets. 

The young Italian said, “Why, if all my 
sins were grains of wheat, and if all the steam 
and sailing ships aflroat were to come into port 
to load them, my sins would fill all their holds 
and there would still be heaps left over!” 

The reply of Mr. Elder was: “If all the 
ships were to sink into the depth of the sea, 
there would be plenty of room for them at 
the bottom, would there not? So much greater 
is God’s mercy than your iniquity.” 


Loyalty To Christ 
Rev, 2:10b. “Be thou faithful unto death, and 

I will give thee a crown of life.” 

There is an old classic story of Regulus, a 
Roman, who had become a prisoner of Rome's 
ancient enemy, Carthage. He was sent by the 
Carthaginians to Rome to persuade his people 
to make peace. He took an oath that if peace 
were not declared he would return. He went to 
Rome and instead of pleading for peace urged 
his people to continue the war. The Senate 
and the high priest absolved him from his 
bond, saying that it had been extorted from 
him and therefore was not binding. And 
Regulus replied: 

“IT am a Roman. Would you dishonor me? 
I have sworn to return. It is my duty to go. 
Let the gods take care of the rest.” He re- 
turned to Carthage, where he was tortured and 
put to death. ; 

If such conduct was awarded high honor 
among pagan people, how much more should 
Christians, who worship the God of truth, hate 
a lie! Christ calls us to loyalty: “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” Whatever the years may hold 
in store for us the best thing that can be said 
concerning us when life is done is that we 
have kept the faith. 


Christ Died For Man 


Rom. 5:8. “God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 


died for us.” 
Once a mother and her child sat together, 


the fire and you and lifted you up unharmed. 
But the fire burned me, and left his mark upon 
my arm.” 

“You dear, dear mother,” said the child, “to 
have done such a thing for me. Let me kiss 
and kiss that wound.” 


“He was wounded for our transgressions. 
He was bruised for our iniquities; the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon Him; and 
with His stripes we are healed.” 


The Body Image 


Acts 14:8-18. ‘And there sat a certain man, 
impotent in his feet...” 

Acts 22:3-30, 23:1. “I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day.” 


How your brain sees you has been laid bare 
by brain research, prospecting with electrical re- 
cording instruments over the grey matter of 
people, who give permission for the experi- 
ments, which are harmless. 

Every visible part of our bodies—arms, legs, 
lips,—is linked with a mental reflection, or 
mental image, and researchers tell us that nor- 
mal life would be impossible without this 
Body Image within our brain. It would be im- 
possible to direct the activities of the visible 
body without this image within the governing 
apparatus, the brain. The Image keeps the 
brain informed of exactly where the various 
parts of the body are and what they are doing, 
and without this running record the brain could 
not co-ordinate the body’s movements. 

Brain damage, believed to have injured the 
Body Image, caused one man to forget he had 
a left side to his body; he repeatedly would 
wash only his right side, and forgot to put on 
his left trouser-leg, sock and shoe. Another 
patient with brain injury, and resultant damage 
to the Body Image, could not believe his left 
arm belonged to him when he was shown it. 

As creatures with the gift of moral sense, 
the Conscience, we see in the discovery made 
by brain researchers a counterpart in the phy-— 
sical makeup of man, of what we all realize 
exists in the spiritual realm, a governor to— 
direct our decisions between that which is ac- 
ceptable to Him, and that which is not; in — 
short, a choice between right and wrong, virtue — 


___ when suddenly the child’s eye caught sight of a 
scar upon her mother’s arm. “Oh, mother,” 
said she, “what a dreadful mark! How did you 
ever get such a wound?” | 

: And the mother said, “I will tell you how it 
_ happened. One day when you were very 
young, you stumbled and fell across the hearth 
towards the fire. You were in great danger. 
_ And I ran forward and put this arm between 


or sin. Some who may find it difficult to com-— 
prehend the discovery of the Body Image and — 
its functions within the brain, and the drastic — 
result and handicap of injury to the Body — 
- Image, find little difficulty in accepting the fact 
that Conscience, our spiritual governor, is 
damaged through every transgression of the — 
moral law, and may be destroyed entirely 
through repeated acts of sin and crime. Sh 
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The Part That Doesn’t Show 


badiah 6. “How are the things of Esau 
searched out! How are his hidden things 
sought up! ; 
Cor, 2:2-12. “for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God.” 

Under the vivid illustration of a glistening 
ceberg, showing a small portion of glistening 
ce above the surface; a huge mass below the 
urface of the sea of water, one reads the cap- 
ion, ‘““The Part That Doesn’t Show,” and the 
‘omment, ‘Ever wonder why Lebanon City and 
-ounty . . . is such a prosperous community ? 
Well, one reason (but not the only one) is that 
ver citizens work like Trojans through their 
chamber of Commerce to improve their com- 
munity industrially, commercially, agricultur- 
lly. A part... a large part . . . of that 
ffort doesn’t show. The results do, and they 
ire impressive.” 

Here we have the story of every accomplish- 
Ment, whether community, Church, Sunday 
school,—always, the part that doesn’t show 
‘epresents many times the proportion of effort 
and devotion, when compared with the visible 
results. Always, the. part that does show is 
rooted in the greater foundation, known only 
0 those who work like Trojans toward the 
eventual and visible goal. 


Deeds Not Words 


When a certain minister asked a young man 
which of his sermons it was that led him to ac- 
sept Christ and unite with the Church, the 
young man answered: ‘I live on a street where 
every Sunday, regardless of the weather, I saw 
4 man go past and turn in here to this church. 
[t was not your sermons, sir, but that Christian, 
faithful to his religious commitment, that led 


me to follow Christ.” 
Holy Trinity, St. Paul. 


Vacations Reduction Proposed 


Senator Paul H. Douglas, Democrat of Illinois, 
is reported to have proposed to the Senate lopping 
six days off the annual vacation of Government 
workers; which plan would save $100,000,000 an- 
nually, but was “batted down” on the plea that he 
sought to hang it as an amendment on a deficiency 
bill, and was refused on grounds it would write 
legislation into an appropriation measure, 

The measure is reported as being designed to 
“cut the annual vacation for classified and wage 
board employes from 26 to 20 days; reduce sick 
leave from 15 to 12 days each year. Postal em- 
ployes, who now get only 15 days vacation annual- 
ly would have upped to 20 under the amend- 
ment, and their sick leave from 10 to 12 days. 
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MOUNTAINS AND 
MOUNTAIN MEN of the Bible 


By CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY. These fifteen 
vivid sermons bring to life great Bible person- 
alities from the Old and New Testaments—and 


| the parts they played in great events on the 


mountain peaks of Bible lands. $2 


THE ADVENTURE OF 
FINDING GOD 


By VIRGINIA CHURCH. In these letters from 
a loved and trusted teacher young people will 
find sympathetic.understanding of their problems 
and honest answers to some of their most 
searching questions. $1.50 


YOUTH PROGRAMS FOR 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


By RUTH SCHROEDER. Thirty-five fresh, varied, 
and usable worship programs — each complete 
with prayers, hymns, stories, scripture, etc. — 
for holidays and special events and themes of 
the church year. $2.50 


EVERYDAY RELIGION 


By JOSEPH FORT NEWTON. These 65 brief, 
pointed messages show how to make each day 
richer, fuller — a more satisfying experience — 
by living the Christian Way. Here is practical 
religion for every day in the week — wise, 
warm hearted guidance toward a_ steadier, 
happier life. 256 Pages. Pocket Size. $1.25 
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Pentateuch, except Deut. 34” (p. 5y. 


BOOKS 


THE CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE. By Edward T. 


Ramsdell. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 218 pp. $2.50. 
There are only a few books in each decade that 
could be regarded as a ‘must’ for ministers. This 


book, beyond question, is included in the category in 
our time. It is not surface, but basic. It does not deal 
with the fringe, but the heart of the gospel. The entire 
matter of Christian perspective, though soundly based 
upon supreme Biblical insights, is approached and des- 
eribed in contemporary terms. Any man who thought- 
fully reads this book will have a deeper and _ finer 
understanding of the entire Christian approach, 

Dr. Ramsdell divides this book into six chapters. The 
first, entitled “Faith and Reason”, gives insight into 
the meaning of faith; the perspective one possesses, 
and the detailed elements and belief involved in it. 
The author shows how a perspective reaches a crisis, 
and what is involved in a conversion that produces a 
new perspective. In the chapter dealing with the 
“Acknowledgment of Paradox’’, one is able to see vital 
truth in what appears to be contradictory fact. 

In the last four chapters dealing with revelation, 
Christ the Incarnate, Man and His sin, and the Cross 
and its meaning, the reader gets a complete picture of 
God’s offer and man’s redemption. He sees what God 
has been revealing from the beginning; of Christ’s 
consummate revelation in His person of what had been 
revealed in nature. The reader gets an understanding 
of the ultimate meaning and revelation of the cross; 
of how nothing ever compared with it before and why 
nothing could ever equal it again. 

“The Christian Perspective” is a book the reader will 
not forget. The knowledge and Christian philosophy 
solidified in his mind, will penetrate his entire religious 
thinking. The book is a valuable investment, and in 
clear language sharpens the insight, widens the per- 
spective and deepns Christian understanding. A. Wallace 
Copper. 


EXPOSITION OF GENESIS. By H. S. Leupold, D.D. 
Baker. 2 vols. 1220 pp. $3.50 each. 
* This monumental work is a scholarly exposition, verse 
by verse, of the first book of the Bible. Based on a 
careful study of the Hebrew text, it presents in a lucid 
style and practical approach studies designed for lay- 
men as well as for pastors and teachers. 

The author has been Professor of Old Testament 
Theology at the Evangelical Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary at Capital University, Columbus, Ohio, since 1929. 


_He is a recognized authority in both the Old Testament 


department and the field of liturgics. Respected and 
admired by his colleagues for his scholarly interests, 
and beloved by his students for his.deep devotion and 
superior qualities as teacher and expositor, he has 
brought to his task a background of confidence and ex- 
perience which enable him to set forth a very positive 
treatment of Scripture. 

Characteristic of this commentary is its conservatism. 
While the author is acquainted with the results of the 
higher criticism of the Pentateuch, at no point does he 
yield to the ‘“‘modern’’ approach. He does not hesitate 
to state that he holds ‘“‘very definitely to the conviction 
that Moses wrote Genesis as well as the rest of the 
The date of com- 
position he places sometime in the period of the desert 
wanderings. Thus he gives no place to the theory of 
different documents assumed to have been developed 
at times subsequent to the Mosaic age. At one sweep 
he rejects the whole critical hypothesis as untenable. 
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So true to the traditional approach is the author that 
fie even sets aside the critical editions of the Hebrew 
Bible, such as Kittel’s Biblica Hebraica, which he insists 
must be used with great caution, in the interest of the 
text that has been handed down. 

This conservatism manifests itself in every particular, 
In matters of chronology, history, theology, and relation 
of Scripture to science the author seeks to maintain 
the traditional approach, as it found expression in con- 
seryative circles a century ago. In all of these respects 
he is clear and consistent. To his support he rallies a 
number of conseryative scholars, particularly German 
scholars of earlier decades. 

While many “modern” students of Genesis will not 
be able to follow the author in his simplicity of faith 
and expression, they will nevertheless appreciate his 
devotion and his high purpose in the preparation of 
this commentary, as they will also appreciate his other 
important work, Haposition of Daniel. 

Particularly helpful to pastors, are the homiletical 
suggestions given at the conclusion of each chapter of 
the commentary on Genesis. They reveal the author’s 
interest in preaching and in making Scriptures live and 
sustain faith in daily life. While the work is carefully 
documented in reference to Scriptural passage and 
works consulted, one misses an index, which always 
adds to the usefulness of a book. —-H. FE, Flack. 


A CASKET OF CAMEOS. By F. W. Boreham. 
Judson Press. $2.00. 

With a penetrating insight, a beautiful, flowing and 
expressive style, Dr. Boreham makes his message live. 
He has done it again in this appealing volume. 

It is different. He takes the Bible text which has 
meant most to such as David Brainerd, George Whit- 
field, Philip Melanchthon, Santa Teresa, W. M. Thac- 
keray, Countess of Huntingdon, etc., tells his story and 
brings his message. I'he reult makes the text live with 
a human interest quality which will long be remembered. 

An excellent book in the Boreham manner.—W, R. 
Siegart, 


. 


WAR OR PEACE. By John Foster Dulles. 
Macmillan. Paper. $1.00. 

This is the book of the year. It should be made 
required reading for all senators, congressmen, journa- 
lists and clergymen. It enables one to make sense 
out of the fragmentary bits of political and diplomatic 
news which are vouchsafed to us by the radio and the 
daily paper.. The author writes out of full and firsthand 
knowledge, treats all important issues and enlivens the 
narrative with personal recollections of momentous con- 
ferences and of conyersations with the great and near- 
Mr. Dulles has just been appointed consultant 
to the department of state, thus revitalizing the bi- 
partisan foreign policy of the current administration 


which was beginning to show symptoms of pernicious — 
He is not cocksure about anything but sets — 


anemia. 
forth clearly and fairly the arguments which seem yalid 
on both sides of controversial issues. He gives cautious 
praise to the bipartisan foreign policy and the United 
Nations, 
warfare as against sole reliance upon military pre- 
paradness and hopes for the best in the cold -war 
between Russia and the United States. The stakes are 
huge: the allegiance of the earth’s undecided one billion 


people (there are now 700,000,000 people in the Soviet 


orbit and 350,000,000 in the democratic Western fold). 


The author’s firm and winsome Christian faith finds — 
frank expression—a feature at once welcome and un- 


usual. The publishers are to be commended for issuing 


the volume in a cheap edition for popular use. mae 


Laird Mills. 
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IHRISTIANITY AND HISTORY. By Herbert Butterfield. 
ceribners. 146 pages. $2.75. 

Here is an author speaking with cogent insight re- 
varding the Christian perspective of history and speak- 
hag in such a way that one is stimulated and flooded 
rith quickening thoughts, refreshing theology, and dy- 
samic concepts of faith. Herbert Butterfield has been 
rrofessor of Modern History in the University of Cam- 
rridge since 1944, and together with this background 
ee is a confirmed Christian and a Yorkshire Methodist. 
These qualifications unite to endow him with proper 
ppproach and appreciation to the innummerable baff- 
ing problems of history. He has surely dealt with 
ihe golden thread of Hebrew-Christian prophecy and 

yvelation in compelling manner and has given new 
terest to the absorbing story of mankind. 

He limits his discussion in comprehensive 
eeven broadly-conceived themes, beginning with 
al Scholarship and Its Relation to Life.” 
jing down his chapter headings, he takes up “Human 
sJature in History,” “Judgment in History,” ‘“Cata- 
llysm and Tragic Conflict in History,’ ‘“‘Providence and 
the Historical Process,’ “Christianity as an Historical 
Religion,” and “History, Religion and the Present Day.” 

His discussion is thoughtful and illuminated by a rich 
ind valid array of fact and experience. Hardly a 
paragraph or page but scintillates with provocative 
cdeas and suggestive trains of thought. The effect is 
htartling and creative. Every preacher ought to read 
Ehis volume, even if it is necessary to read with con- 
*ciously reduced reading-pace. Every serious-minded 
sayman will find this book worth the price of many 
nooks. Especially fine are Professor Butterfield’s chap- 
cers on “Judgment,” ‘“‘Cataclysm,” and “Christianity.” 
—John W. McKelvey. 
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MOUNTAINS AND MOUNTAIN MEN OF THE BIBLE. 
By Clarence E. Macartney. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00. 

Dr. Macartney is one of the ablest and most popular 
preachers in America today, and he has made special 
use of “the biographical sermon.” This volume of 
fifteen sermons, dealing with Bible men and the parts 
they play in great events on the mountains of Bible 
lands, is every whit as good as any of the former books 
of Bible characters by Dr. Macartney. 

Beginning with Noah on Mount Ararat, the author 
deals with Abraham, Moses, Aaron, Balaam, Gideon, 
Saul, and Elijah, and the mountains associated with 
them in the Old Testament, and then he devotes five 
sermons to mountains of the New Testament, ending 
with “Mount Zion and the Life to Come.” The three 
sermons about Jesus are superb. They are: ‘Mount 
Tabor and the Transfiguration,” “Mount Calvary and 
the Eternal Cross,” and ‘‘The Mount of Olives and the 
Ascension.” 

As usual, Dr. Macartney uses a wealth of forceful 
illustrations, and more than a usual amount of personal 
reminiscences of the mountains of Bible lands which 
he has personally visited. Here is biographical preach- 
ing at its best—a rich, readable book for minister and 
layman alike—John H. Johansen. 


HOMILETIC THESARUS ON THE GOSPELS, 
MATTHEW. By Harald F. J. Ellingsen. Baker. $4.50. 

This will be a three volume set on the four Gospels, 
by an author who has been deeply interested in the 
Gospels and their homiletic possibilities. Having been 
for many years a Lutheran pastor, he knows a preacher's 
needs. 

_ This is a mine of material out of which one may dig 

ggestions. inspiration, and be driven to a further 
study of the Word of God. It contains extensive out- 
lines, large quotations from great preachers through all 
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Christian history, and several articles throwing light 
on the texts. 

A comprehensive index adds to the book’s value. It 
is a unique book, with much material not found in 
other works. It will be a help, an aid, and an inspira- 


tion which should find considerable use.—W. I. Siegart. 


CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIETY. 
Harper. 280 pp. $3.75. 

Few men of any generation are able to do truly 
creative thinking in any given field of inquiry. In 
theology the number of creative thinkers is notably 
small. One of our American contributions to their 
number, however, is the author of this present volume. 

Dr. Ferré recently went to Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville, to be professor of philosophical theology after 
a long and significant teaching tenure at Andover New- 
ton Theological School. It is to be hoped that his work 
at Vanderbilt will be less exhausting in terms of teach- 
ing hours so that he can continue the opus magnum on 
which he is engaged as his announced life-work—‘‘to 
satisfy a craving of my life to see for myself more 
fully the truth which I find authentic and presently 


By Nels F. S. Ferré. 


relevant.’” The present book is the third volume in the 
opening trilogy of the projected series, the first series 
being denoted ‘Reason and the Christian Faith.” 

Dr. Ferré brings about a convincing contrast and 
synthesizing of the eternal and the now, the ephemeral 
and the abiding, as these two characteristics apply to 
the church’s concern with ethical problems of society. 
A typical Ferrean arrangement of ideas comes in Sec- 
tion I, ‘The Eternal Purpose and the Historic Process’’: 
“Christianity Is More Than Society,” “Christianity Is 
True Society”; “Christianity Is Completely for Society.” 

The book concludes with concrete considerations of 
the Christian perspective on war, property and edu- ~ 
cation. 

Professor Ferré does such fine inductive thinking that ~ 
it seems to this reviewer a bit unfortunate that he 
quotes other writers so frequently. It might be simply 
his modesty which leads him to want to show the 
reader where his ideas have had some of their feeding; 
but one feels that the permanent value of this long 
series would be greatly improved by less reference to 
Ferre’s contemporaries, who may, in editions of Ferre’s 
many years hence, have to be explained in footnotes as 
to who they are!—Kendig Brubaker Cully, Ph.D. 
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GEORGE MCPHERSON HUNTER 
The Presence of Jesus Among Men 


(Continued from May, 1950, issue, pages 234-237) 


III. The Eyes of Jesus 


Organ: “Invacation’’—Herold. 

Call to Worship: ‘The Lord is in His Holy 
Temple. Let all the earth keep silent before 
Fiitiies tab; =2320. 

Hymn:  “‘Jesus, 
hee. te." 

Psalm: 50, responsively. 

Hymn: “Thy Way, not Mine, O Lord...” 

Scripture: Mark 8:27-38; 9:33-47. 

Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls 
Inspire.” 


Meditation: We are told that Sir Walter Scott saw 
Robert Burns at a party, in the city of Edinburgh, 
and never forgot the glowing eyes of the ploughman- 
poet. From the record in the Bible, it is evident that 
the eyes of Jesus commanded attention. 

When He ascended into heaven His friends re- 

__ membered how His eyes sparkled with mirth; flamed 
with anger at the sound or sight of wrongdoing; 
melted with pity and compassion at the sight of 
suffering. 
_ Jesus made use of. the things He saw in everyday 
life to teach those who came seeking; indoors he 
watched the bread rise, His mother patch a garment, 
sweeping the floor for a lost coin, the door and the 
knocker, the furniture, the arrival and the seating 
of guests—all these things with which men. and 
~ women were familiar found a place in His life and 
_ teaching. His eyes observed the sheep in the fields 
_ and the shepherds who guarded their safety; birds 
in the air; hens in their nesting and roosting places, 
‘ravens in the sky, corn in the fields, children in the 
market place. He drew lessons from the soil, the 


the Very Thought of 


seed, the sowing, the growth, the rain, and the 
harvest. 

Jesus saw beyond all these things, however; He 
saw what was in the heart and mind of those upon 
whom He looked. He saw in Peter something that 
Peter himself did not know was within him,—some- 
thing in his character that made him hesitate, lose 
his temper, deny the Master, yet would solidify into 
rock through the gift of the Holy Spirit, who sent 
him forth unafraid, preaching, teaching, and healing 
in the Name of Him who had come to Save. 

We are told of the sorrow and disappointment in 
the eyes of Jesus, when He saw the rich young ruler 
walk away, after being challenged to rid himself of 
the wealth which stood in his way.. There was com- 
passion and pity when Jesus beheld the leper, crying 
for help. 

When He entered Jerusalem, we are told “He 
looked about on all things.” The soldier would 
label it a reconnoitering look; the merchant, an in- 
ventory look, taking stock of the gorgeous temple, 
the massive walls, seemingly permanent as the hills 
about the city. ‘What He actually saw was the blind 
leaders of a people, leading blind followers down 
a tragic way into tragic day,—a day when the 
strong temple would be no more, no, not one stone 
left upon anether. Jesus looked upon Peter on the 


‘night of His trial, and saw the beginning of a new 


life, after the fear and tears had been cleared away, 
and a brave career in the service of the Master he 
was now denying and denouncing. ‘ 

From the Cross on the Hill of Calvary, His eyes 
beheld the vulgar crowd assembled to watch his_ 
anguish and suffering and to see Him die——but 
He saw more, He saw His mother at the foot of 
the Cross, and He saw John, to whom he committed | 
the care of His mother as a gift; to His mother, 
he committed the love of one near and dear to. Him, 

We are face to face now with the greatest chal- 
lenge God has ever entrusted to mankind, and the 
eyes of Jesus Christ are upon those who profess to 
walk in His steps. What will He see in our pro- 
fessions of faith, love, and trust? our motives? our 
stewardship of the great challenge to lead men to 


Him? . — 
Hymn: “Jesus! The Very Thought of 
Thee te3.2 sh gone 
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Reader: “My Best”’ 


Am I making the most of each moment? 

Do I wisely, each hour invest? 

Can I truthfully say, at the end of each day, 
‘I have honestly done my best?" 


Am I earnestly doing my noblest 
_To make my life and others worth while? 
It my answer is “Yes!” few regrets or distress 
Will challenge my cheery smile. 
(Author not known) 


Prayer and Benediction. 


(Prayer especially for the grace of the Holy Spirit 
po accept the challenge of the hour, and walk in the 
yay Almighty God directs us.) 


Organ: ‘Petite March’—Dubois. 


iV. The Hands of Jesus 


Organ: ‘Prelude in D'’—Bach. 

Call to Prayer: ‘“Exalt ye the Lord our God, 
und worship at His footstool for He is holy.” 
Hea. 99. 

Hymn: 
imspire.”’ 

Psalm: 51 and 54, responsively. 

Hymn: “Am I a Soldier of the Cross .. .” 

Scripture: Matt. 8:1-13. 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation . . .” 

Meditation: ‘The Hand of God.” 


In a New York museum there is a beautiful, ex- 
quisitely carved piece of marble in the form of a 
hand, which artists call the Hand of God. The 
hands of Jesus would be busy in the carpenter’s 
shop in Nazareth during His growing years, to help 
in the support of the mother, brothers and sisters. 
They would be chapped, scarred, calloused, as those 
of any toiler, as He started on His preaching and 
teaching mission. | 

Who was it said, “My hands are at your com- 
mand?” The hands of Jesus were at the command 
of the poor leper who cried, “Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean.” The leper had faith, 
courage and determination to be healed, and the 
Master’s hands were at his command; the leper was 
healed as He touched Him: By that simple act, Jesus 
was saying; “We are on an equal footing now. I 
have assumed all the penalties and shame of an out- 
cast from society.” At the end of a day, with the 
red sun going down over the distant hills, the lame, 
the blind, the sick, were brought to Him. Quietly He 


“Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls 


moved among them, speaking words of comfort and 


assurance, but more than words was needed. ‘He 
laid His hands on each one of them.” 

He was Lord of the things seen, and He 
might have waved His hands in a gesture of healing 
for the group, or the multitude; instead, He put His 
warm, sympathetic, healing hands on each of them. 
Jesus, our Saviour, is still Lord of the Healing 
Hands. ; 

_ Jesus helped a deaf man—took him aside, put 
His fingers in his ears, touched his tongue, and said, 
“Be opened.” Peter’s mother-in-law lay sick with a 
fever; Jesus took her by the hand and raised her up 
nto health and domestic duties. When mothers 
ught little children, He took them “in the crook 
- His arms” laid His hands on their heads, teaching 
ose who wish to learn of Him that whoever lays 
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THE Complete, Concise 
| AUTHORITY 


This is the authoritative work that 
ministers and serious-minded laymen 
have long sought. Based on sound 
Protestant scholarship, it is the com- 
plete one-volume Commentary. 


HE Abingdon - 
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Actually, the Abingdon Bible Commene 
tary is a condensed Bible Library—five 
helpful, fact-filled books of over 1400 
pages within a single binding. The five 
titles are: Articles on the Bible as @ 
Whole; Articles on the Old Testament; 
Commentary on the Books of the Old 
Testament; Articles on the New Testa- 
ment, and Commentary on the Books of 
the New Testament. This great work was 
edited by three nationally recognized 
men—Edwin Lewis, David G. Downey, 
Frederick Carl Eislen, assisted by more 
than sixty famed associates, 


At all Bookstores 
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Order from Your Bookseller 
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a hand helpfully on a little child, soothes a mother’s 
heart. A pastor in New York City called to the 
home of a poor family, found a motherless, work- 
worn girl of 14 at the brink of death; she had been 
mother-sister to 3 small brothers, all neglected by a 
drunken father. Apologetically she said, “I have 
never been to Sunday School.” The pastor looked at 
her thin, work-worn hands and said: “Show the 
Master your hands. He will understand.” 

When the disciples heard He had risen from the 
grave, they were puzzled and afraid. Gathered at an 
appointed place, chilled with fear, Jesus appeared in 
their midst and asked, ““Why are ye afraid?” He 
offered them no argument, quoted no Psalms, but 
said, ‘Look, see My hands, My feet.” 
INTERNATIONAL 150 WEST 22nd ST. “Security!” A commonly used word in politics. 
BRONZE TABLET CO., INC. NEW YORK II,N.Y. Security is the aim of industrial leaders. Editors 
j write about it; all the world of men secks it. Let 
us hear what the Master said: 

“No: man shall pluck (snatch) 
ELECTRIC you out of My hands.” 
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Send for FREE Catalog con- ises security for time and all eternity. “My /ands 
taining illustrations and prices shall protect you.’ His hands will carry you and me 
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tins made by us. A post card unemployment,—dangers of every kind that beset 
will dol) Please’ mentiontname man on earth—all the tight places of life, even into 
the shadow of death, if we but trust His Word, and 
of your church. ; ae 
accept His guiding hand. 
ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY Hymn: ‘Spirit of Mercy, Truth and Love 


Ashtabula, Ohio Reader: “Unanswered Prayer.” 


“We ask for strength, that we may achieve; 


MINISTERS —— AUTO DISPLAY PLATES. We are made weak that we may learn obedience. 
Made of steel; enamel finish. Glossy, dur- We ask for health, that we may do great things; 
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We are given poverty that we may learn to be 
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11 W. 42nd St. (Dept. EX650) re age SE : ; at 
ae Tere We pore eae that we may have the praise 


We are given weakness that we may feel the 
PIPE ORGANS—— ><" 
We ask for all things that may add joy to life; 
We are given life that we may enjoy all things.” 


@ e i J 
of Distinction Hymn: ‘Father, I Stretch My Hands to 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. || ‘<<. -- 


Prayer: (Especially, for growth into grace to allow 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT us the privilege of understanding and accepting 
God’s purpose for us, individually, according to the 
gifts (talent, health, wealth, purpose) He has be- 
stowed upon us.) 
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things. 


run your eye down the list of names on the 
long, slim piece of paper known as your bal- 
CHOIR GOWNS _| lot and look in vain for any whom you are 
etna cree Nie willing to accept as leaders for a state or a 
Sethi a] an ees nation that is badly broken and sorely needing 
and Supplies mending. 

7 cece se Rance In every Christian congregation the same 
eS iether horrible truth is demonstrated again and again. 
Leadership is in the hands of those less cap- 
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thle of leadership than are many others in 
me congregation. But the less capable lead- 
mrs are leading gallantly, and are leading. effec- 
tively, because the better prepared have buried 
their talents in the ground and remain unwill- 
mg to assume the responsibilities and obliga- 
ions of Christian leadership, r 

If-this be true for the individual, it is true 
cor the church at large. If the church of God 
would exercise its full power and its divine 
ttrength for the spiritual leadership of the 
world, it would move the world much nearer 
the ideals of Jesus Christ our Lord, but the 
thurch continues to bury its talents in the 
ground and is often content to work with a 
single group or a single economic element 
and leave untouched both those at the top and 
those at the bottom—each a leading factor in 
the future. 

If it be true for the Christian church, it is 
true likewise for our nation. The power of 
pne hundred and forty millions of Americans 
should not be buried in the earth, but should 
Se exercised for the positive blessing and 
definite leadership of the needy portions of 
‘he world. Of course these peoples are often 
sackwards, but this backwardness is doubtless 
due to the policy of doing nothing that we 
have exercised beyond our own national bord- 
ers for so many decades. 

The hope for a broken world lies in men 
and nations big enough to heal it, whose tal- 
ents are not buried in the earth, but put to 
work.— Charles Haddon Nabers. 


Christ and Science 

(From page 250) 

infinite spaces, more than a time keeper of 
infinite light-years of heavenly distances, more 
than an infinite chemist compounding endless 
substances of senseless matter. He is all of 
that, but what an empty universe it would be 
if there were no Divine Personality at the 
heart of it, such as Jesus knew. Victor Hugo 
long ago said, in Les Miserables, “Were there 
not someone who loved, the sun would be 
extinguished.” Jesus radiates God, the Being 
who loves. 

Science leaves us dead cold in comparison 
with spiritual warmth like that, that for very 
self-preservation we run to the sunshine where 
Jesus radiates a God like that! 

Jesus’ faith in God is unscientific, in being 
largely “‘an assurance of things hoped for, «an 
evidence of things not seen.” But, being based 
on past and present exhibitions of God’s deal- 
ings, it was as reasonable as expectation of the 
ising of the sun tomorrow, based on solar 


Ps 
lune, 1950 


-PULPIT-CHOIR 


i 


MY 


7 WEST 36ST+ NEW YORK 18, NY: 


Church TWindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


® Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
} and Ecclesiastical Glass 
Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 

2 and we will submit quotations 


PRINTING COMPANY. 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
4 Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
ee? & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
M) Greenville, Ilinois. 


y 


fen 
Wy 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 

LOUISVILLE 12, KY. © 
fe PULPIT 2 CHOIR GOWNS 
{ Ipit Hangings - Alta oths 
MID Bible Markers - Coniniunion Linens 
[ x 
Ne 


Embroideries - Fabrics ~ 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


0) 1837 MirthSchach and cere 1900 


Ni cox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y- 


Page 283 


Miliiyg CHURCH WoRsHIP 5108 


Have yur dealer « 
a I r show you 
the wide Variety of well made 
church appointments ye produce 
FOR COMPLETE CATALOG SEND 10 
SUDBURY BRASS Gogns co. 


55 SUDBURY STREET, Boston 14, MASS.’ 
: . 


CHOIR VESTMENTS 


CLERICAL SUITS 
CASSOCKS ... SURPLICES 
STOLES 
RABATS - RABAT VESTS 
COLLARS 
BLACK CLERICAL SHIRTS 


CHURCH HANGINGS 


ALTAR LINENS 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, inc. 
562 Fifth Ave., New York 19, N. Y. 


ILLUMINATED 
CROSSES 


MEMORIAL 


BULLETIN 
BOARDS 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Cores co 


22 LAFAS 
SEPARATE LITERAT 


“THE SANITARY’ cxincic, CUPS 


CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- ‘ 
hogany, oak or walnut in 4 
either 25, 36 or 49 eup \Q 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request ; 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


CHURCH BUILDING LITERATURE 


For a list of more than 100 items of literature 
provided by the Interdenominational Bureau of 


Architecture, please send a card to 


E. M. CONOVER, Director 
Room 808 
300 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


Page 284 


performance for ages past. And we cannot 
assume He could have lived His supremely 

noble life without that kind of faith. He had 

communion with the Father. He willed to do 

his Father’s will and delighted in it. “I know” 
him; because I am from him, and he sent me 

—And he that sent me is with me; he hath not 

left me alone; for I do always the things that 

are pleasing to him.” That kind of faith can 

be verified by those who have experienced it, 

but not by those who have not. 

A college professor, one day, drew near a 
grasshopper sparrow with field-glasses and 
examined it carefully. He wanted to hear :t 
sing. He could see its beak open wide and 
its throat throb, but could hear no sound. The 
range of notes was beyond his sense of hear- 
ing. But after repeated listenings he gradually 
began to hear. His senses were being trained 
to catch the sounds. Then, after repeated trials, 
he could hear the grasshopper sparrow above 
all other birds. So those who have learned the 
meaning of the presence of God, cari find sat- 


‘isfaction in St. Augustine’s conclusion after 


many wanderings, ‘Thou, Lord, hast made us 
for thyself, and our hearts are restless until 
they find rest in thee.” 

If it is impossible to understand everything 
from a scientific standpoint, with faith, neither 
is it possible without, and it is more possible 
with faith than without. For we can under- 
stand that God has surrendered part of His 
sovereignty, or at least the course of action 
that a perfectly free sovereignty would seem to 
dictate, in order that mankind might possess 
free-will and self-determination, and work out 
its own salvation, be real persons, and win the 
glory of achieving triumphs of the highest 
order. God made the best possible world for 
the benevolent purposes He had in view. 

When Nature seems often to be so hostile 
to man, so indifferent to his desires, interests, 
best-laid plans; when tragic events, catas- 
trophes, trouble and sorrow confront and baffle 
at every turn, we simply have to view every- 
thing from the incomprehensible and eternal 
standpoint, and say with trust in the Supreme 
Scientist, “God knows best.” If man could 
understand everything, he would be God. All 
the calamities, natural and unnatural did not 
baffle Jesus, though they often brought Him 
deep sorrow and divine sympathy, and He was 
the wisest man that ever lived. 

President Harrison once told of the feelings 
of_the Union troops on the march to Richmond. 
For many days they pressed on through a coun- 
try in which their view of their supporting 
columns was obscured by trees, bushes, and 
hills. But the different regiments had to go 
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forward in faith without knowing how it was 
going with the other troops on both sides of 
them. Sometimes they were in despair because 
there was no appatent support, and it seemed 
as if they were going forward alone. But at 
last one day the troops came out to a great 
level meadow, and there for miles to right and 
left they could see their comrades, and there 
resounded a great cheer as they saw where the 
genius of the commander had led. In the per- 
sonal doubt and despair which sometimes baffle 
and oppress the soul in its procedure through 
this world, the Master is ever urging us to go 
ahead in His infinite faith, that at last the 
Commander of all will reveal that, in trusting 
Him, we have always been under wise guidance 
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